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Down to
Business
by Christine Rousselle ’13
News Editor
Campus News
On July 25, 2012, the Providence
College School of Business (PCSB)
received word that it earned an
initial accreditation for its degree
programs by the Board of Directors
of the Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business
(AACSB). This initial accreditation
was the result of a five-year quest
by the School of Business, and only
about 30% of business schools in the
United States are accredited by the
AACSB.
The School of Business initially
began in 2004 as the Division of
Business Administration. In 2007,
the division became the School
of Business, and accreditation by
the AACSB became a goal for the
school. The school of business offers
degrees in accountancy, finance,
management, and marketing, as well
as the MBA program for graduates.
According to Steven Maurano,
assistant
vice
president
for
public relations and community,
accreditation
“retroactively
strengthens the quality of the
degree” for students who just
graduated from PCSB and shows
that the College is committed to a
standard of excellence when it comes
to the business degree programs.
Students enrolled in PCSB are at
an advantage compared to students
enrolled in traditional “business

schools” like Bentley University or
Babson College, because they receive
a liberal-arts based core curriculum
in addition to their business studies,
according to Maurano.
The
AACSB
particularly
appreciated the small class sizes
of the School of Business and the
enthusiasm of the students, faculty,
and department chairs. To be
accredited by the AACSB, the College
had to satisfy 21 different standards
regarding
faculty
qualification,
management of resources, trips to
the library, helping them acquire
library cards.
Maxfield’s international travel
continued through high school,
where she spent part of her time
studying in Argentina. After high
school, Maxfield attended Cornell
University where she studied theater
arts and spent her freshman year at a
work study job,
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Maxfield Appointed
Dean of Business School
by Micaela Cameron ’13
News Staff
Faculty Profile
Sylvia Maxfield, the newly
appointed dean of the School
of Business, has a black and
white photograph of her mother
and herself on her desk. In the
foreground, Maxfield’s mother sits
in Spanish Harlem with a book and a
huddle of children surrounding her.
This huddle includes her daughter,
a hooded child with a handkerchief
hanging out of her back pocket. This
typical mother-daughter photograph

is one of many things that prove
Maxfield is more than your average
business dean.
Maxfield
spent
her
early
childhood in a small town in southern
Germany before moving to Harlem.
In Harlem, Maxfield lived with her
mother, who was working towards
her doctorate. When her mother was
not attending class, she and a young
Maxfield introduced reading to the
neighborhood children. Together,
Maxfield and her mother read with
the kids on the playgrounds and
took them on
MAXFIELD/ Page 6
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It’s Time to Get Involved, PC!
We bet you are sitting at your computer right now, regretting
the decision to sign up for all those clubs at the Involvement Fair
last week. You have 10 invitations from the sailing club alone
and BMSA has been bombarding you with messages faster than
you can say “Board of Multicultural Student Affairs…” With all
these clubs crowding your Providence College email account,
you can’t even find the email from your Civ professor regarding
the test you may or may not have failed. You subsequently
delete every club email you received, a satisfied smirk on your
face as you do so.
A word to the wise: this is a bad idea. Of course you signed up
for too many clubs at the Involvement Fair; PC Republicans had
ping pong balls at their table and the kids at The Cowl were just
too suave to let pass you by. But if you are a freshman reading
this, please take into account that you have four long years at
Providence College and you don’t want to spend them sitting
alone in your dorm room while your roommates head to their
next club meeting.
Not only are joining clubs a good way to boost that microscopic
resume, but it is a great way to meet people who share similar
interests. Here at The Cowl, we may all have different majors
(we’re proudly comprised of mathematics, marketing, English,
and political science majors), but at the end of the day, we share
a love of creating a worthwhile and entertaining newspaper
each week. We think the rest of the editors would agree when
we say that our time at PC would not be the same without this
newspaper.
Even if you are not a freshman, there is still time to get
involved. Sophomores, juniors, and even seniors can stumble
upon interests they might never have thought to explore just by
taking the time to check an email. Especially for those seniors
heading over to Career Education Center, looking to polish their
resumes to sheer perfection, joining a club can help teach the
leadership skills and creativity needed to succeed outside of the
PC bubble.
After you’ve finished reading this week’s issue of The Cowl,
scan over those club emails, talk to your friends, or just stop by
a club office and get involved.

CampusCalendar

Arman & Dara

Fri 21

Cloudy

Sat 22

71°
54°

4:00 p.m.
Fitness Friday,
Slavin Lawn
7:00 p.m.
Jason Anderson
Concert,
McPhail’s

Partly
Cloudy

Sun 23

77°
59°

Rain

Mon 24

73°
49°

12:00 p.m.
Zumba,
Peterson Fitness
Studio

3:00 p.m.
Field Hockey vs.
Boston College,
Lennon Field

9:00 p.m.
Karaoke Night,
McPhail’s

1:00 p.m.
Sunday NFL
Ticket, McPhail’s

Sunny

4:00 p.m.
What to do
with an English
major?, Slavin
Overlook Lounge
5:30 p.m.
Alternative Break
Coffeehouse,
Aquinas Lounge

Letter Policy

The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and letters to the editor from members of the
Providence College community and outside contributors.
All submissions must include the writer’s name, signature, a phone number, and an e-mail
address where he or she can be reached. Letters should be no more than 250 words in length and
will be printed as space permits. Guest commentaries should be limited to 700 words in length,
and only one will be published per week. The Cowl reserves the right to edit articles for space
and clarity. Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed to The Cowl office no later than
5:00 p.m. on the Monday before publication.
Mail submissions to The Cowl, 1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; fax to
401-865-1202; submit online at www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu; or
hand deliver to The Cowl office in Slavin G05.

Tiffany&Earl Note

68°
48°

The Tiffany & Earl feature in Portfolio is a satarized account of Providecne College. Both
the question and answers are purely works of fiction. Tiffany & Earl are anti-heroes whose
comments ultimately satirize the stereotypes they each represent.

Tues 25

Wed 26

70°
53°

Sunny

3:30 p.m.
Yoga Sweat,
Peterson Fitness
Studio
7:00 p.m.
Race: The Power
of an Illusion,
Fishbowl

Partly
Cloudy

72°
52°

10:00 a.m.
Hope Bus, Slavin
Lawn
7:00 p.m.
Eucharistic
Adoration, St.
Dominic Chapel

Thurs 27

Rain

71°
55°

11:30 a.m.
Things for
Thursday, Slavin
Ground Floor
12:00 p.m.
Ring Sales, Slavin
Ground Floor

Accuracy Watch

The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into print to
ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. If you find an error in any article, please
e-mail the Editor-in-Chief at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will be printed as necessary.

Advertising

Contact The Cowl with advertising requests and questions at cowlads@providence.edu or, if
necessary, via telephone at 401-865-2214. Visit www.thecowl.info for rates, publication dates,
and other information about advertising with The Cowl.

Subcriptions

Subscription rate for a weekly issue by mail is $100 per year. Send payment to The Cowl,
1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; make checks payable to The Cowl. Student
subscription is included in tuition fee; issues are available around campus on Thursday nights.
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Student Congress Allocates Funds to Clubs
by Kathleen McGinty ’16
News Staff
Student Congress
The 63rd Student Congress met
this past Tuesday, September 18, for
a general meeting in which policies
regarding the election calendar for
the 2012-2013 academic year and
the allocation of funds to student
activities were presented, discussed,
and voted on. Three pieces of the
legislation were passed while one
has yet to be decided.
Prior to attending the meeting,
announcements
were
delivered
by
executives,
classes,
and
committees, some of them with
recurring ideas. Representatives
from both the Class of 2013 and
the Class of 2015 mentioned the
possibility of organizing class nights
in McPhail’s for their respective
classes. Prevalent in announcements
from the executives, the publicity
committee,
and
the
outreach
committee was the prospect of
improving the cleanliness of the
local community. The executives and
publicity committee both advocated
for a Sunday cleanup and trash
pick-up on Eaton Street, while the
outreach committee stated that they

had emailed the city about placing
garbage cans along the road of the
Eaton Street neighborhood.
Following these announcements,
Student Congress proceeded to
discuss and vote on Bill No. SCB-6301, Recommendation No. SCRC-6301, and Resolution No. SCR-63-01.
Bill No. SCB-63-01 laid out the 20122013 academic year election calendar
for freshman, special, executive, and
regular class elections, which will fall
on a Tuesday-Wednesday schedule.
Melissa Scott ’14 was concerned with
why regular elections for the school
year will occur so early in March, but
Bobby Arruda ’15, parliamentarian,
noted that these elections always
occur after Easter break. The new
election calendar was passed by a
unanimous vote.
Next,
Recommendation
No.
SCRC-63-01 was introduced by
Dan Hogan ’13, executive treasurer.
The bill distinguishes between an
allocated account, which is funded
once a formal budget has been
approved by the Finance Committee,
and an agency account, which serves
as a savings account for revenues
that clubs generate on their own.
The bill also requires that cash
generated from events sponsored
by allocated funds be returned to

the allocated account unless there is
a net amount of proceeds, in which
case the cash can be put into the
agency account. It was questioned
why money generated by events
must be returned to an allocated
account, but a member of Congress
explained that doing so would
enable the money to be used for
future events and prevent charging
students another student activity
fee. Recommendation No. SCRC-6301 was also passed unanimously.
The last piece of Student
Congress’ old business, Resolution
No. SCR-63-01, addressed the
allocation of funds via the student
activities fee. A listing of clubs and
their allocations was projected on
a screen and read off to members
of Congress. Hogan noted that
any club or organization with
no allocations either failed to
attend a meeting or are no longer
in existence. Alex Acunzo ’15
questioned why the Class of 2016
was allocated more funding than
the Class of 2015, but Hogan
stated that they were “going off
of last year ’s numbers.” Despite
questions regarding budgeting
among the classes, the last piece of
old legislation was passed with a
unanimous vote.

Upon passing all three pieces of old
business, Student Congress addressed
one final piece of new legislation for
the night. Amendment No. SCA-63-01,
introduced by Chair of the Committee
on Clubs & Organizations, Meghan
Keating ’13, spoke to financial reports
according to standard legislation. This
new piece of legislation outlines the
rules for clubs’ submission of financial
reports.
Under the amendment, clubs
would be required to submit monthly
financial reports to the Committee
on Finance, and failing to do so
would elicit varying degrees of
consequences. Failure to submit
one report would warrant a written
warning, two or three missing would
cause a reduction in allocated funds,
four would place a club on probation,
and after five missing reports, a
club would be dissolved. Members
of Student Congress mentioned
that such procedures would enable
them to verify whether clubs were
using allocated funds, and if not, to
allow them to give other clubs an
opportunity to use the allocations.
After Amendment No. SCA-6301 was presented, Student Congress
adjourned.

Allocation Amounts Fr. Justin Brophy, O.P.,
Clubs presented a budget to members of the Student Congress, who then
allocated an amount for the 2012-2013 academic year. The following is a list of
allocated amounts for each student club. Only clubs that were allocated funds
are listed below.
Club					Allocation
A Cappella				$2,000
Accounting Association			$265
Amnesty International 			
$1,654
Anime Club				
$400
Art Club				
$1,104.13
Ballroom Dance Club			
$700
Best Buddies				$530
Biology Society 				$600
BMSA					$66,890.35
BOP					
$247,482.10
Chemistry Society			$605
Class of 2015				$2,000
Class of 2016				$3,000
Colleges Against Cancer 		
$2,430
Commencement 			$95,000
Council for Exceptional Children
$300
Dance Club 				$330
Dance Company 			
$1,130
Economics Club 			
$1,107.50
Education Club 				$160
Film Club 				$1,392.92
Friar Faithful 				$2,800
Future Friar Executives 			
$1,510
History Club 				$1,000
International Student Organization
$3,692
Investment Club 			
$1,392
Irish Dance Club 			
$900
JRW 					
$41,500
Mock Trial 				$1,225
Outdoor Adventure Club 		
$2,800
PC Democrats 				
$1,940
PC Republicans 			
$1,940
Photography Club 			
$160
Pre-Law Society 			
$685
Rejects on the Rise 			
$750
Sci-Fi Club 				
$540
SEAC 					$1,000
SHEPARD				$2,000
Six Gents 				$170
SOAR 					$2,950
Student Congress 			
$30,000
Toastmasters 				$500
Urban Action				$1,160
USA Today Program 			
$15,000
Women Will 				$1,305

Hired as Asst. Chaplain
by Andres Taborda ’15
Asst. News Editor
Featured Friar

Fr. Justin Brophy, O.P., is a 2006 graduate of the University of Notre Dame.

Newly-installed Asst. Chaplain
Rev. Justin Marie Brophy, O.P.,
received a warm welcome as he
offered a well-prepared sermon to the
Providence College community.
Fr. Brophy, a native of New Jersey
and graduate of the University of Notre
Dame, was ordained to the priesthood
on May 25, 2012, and received his first
assignment. He would be coming back
to an atmosphere that played a big part
in his life: college.
Fr. Brophy’s journey to the priesthood
started while he was in college.
Although he has been a Catholic since
birth, he did not feel the call to the

BECCA BROPHY ’13 / THE COWL

priesthood until he was at Notre Dame.
It was there that his questions about faith
began to be answered.
In a course similar to Providence
College’s Development of Western
Civilization, Fr. Brophy was led to the
Dominicans when reading Dante.
“I came across the Dominicans in a
reading and found out that they were
the Order of Preachers,” he said. An avid
debater, Fr. Brophy became interested
in the order and Googled it. The rest is
history.
He graduated the University of Notre
Dame in May 2006 with degrees in
BROPHY / Page 7
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Who Was Fr. Vincent Dore, O.P.?
The Cowl’s series on Providence College’s history continues this week with a look at the life of Fr. Vincent Dore, O.P. ’23, the namesake of Dore Hall

by Matthew Daniele ’15
News Staff
PC History
Depending on what dormitory
students live in, they are often given
a certain label that is characteristic of
that building. For example, freshmen
boys in McDermott are seen as rowdy
and destructive, while those in Fennell
are studious and isolated. Dore Hall
is named after Father Vincent Cyril
Dore ’23, who was responsible for
Providence College’s development
since its inception, so surely those who
live there are lifelong Friars. Within the
next two years, Dore Hall will cease
housing students and transition into
housing the Providence College School
of Business.
Fr. Dore was born on January
31, 1900, in New Haven, Conn. He
was the first of seven children. He
graduated from Aquinas College
High School in 1919 and went on to
join the first graduating class in 1923
at the College. Since he first stepped
foot on campus, “Cy” wanted to
join the Dominican Order. He was
the foremost registered student and
among the first group of resident
students of eight trainees who lived
among the faculty in Harkins Hall.
He became a novice in the
Dominican Order in 1921 and affirmed
his faith in 1922 at the Dominican
Summer School in Ocean City, Md.
His religious studies did not end with
his graduation from the College. He
received his bachelor’s in 1925, studied
at the Dominican House of Studies,
and earned his master’s in sociology
from The Catholic University of

JESSICA HO ’14 / THE COWL

Dore Hall is a building on Lower Campus that currently houses female students.

America in 1927. He then was ordained
as a minister in 1928, received a Lector
in Sacred Theology degree from the
Dominican House of Studies in 1929,
and attended sociology courses at
Columbia University while doing
pastoral work in New York in 1931.
Not only was he a pious Catholic, but
he excelled at sports as well. Fr. Dore
played baseball and basketball for
PC and was among the first varsity
lettermen in both sports.
“Mr. PC,” as Fr. Dore was dubbed by
his peers, returned to serve the College
in 1931. The reverend held nearly every
position available at the school at one
time or another. From 1931 until his
death, he served as a faculty member
in the sociology department, assistant
prefect member of the Dominican
pre-ecclesiastic students, member of
the corporation, social department
chairman, athletics director, treasurer,
assistant corporation treasurer, dean
of studies, extension school director,
vice president of faculty, president,

director of faculty, corporation
treasurer, president’s council member,
corporation co-vice president, and
chancellor.
“Of all the roads he walked, the roads
that Fr. Dore knew best were those
that wove through the PC campus.
He helped build many of them,” Rev.
Thomas Peterson, O.P. ’51, wrote in
his dedication, “A Final Tribute to the
Beloved Father Cy Dore.”
Fr. Dore took over the presidency
after President Slavin, O.P., suddenly
passed away in 1961. Fr. Dore’s
presidency marked the continuation
of many motions during Fr. Slavin’s
term. Some of the motions he brought
to fruition were expanding the dorm
facilities, improving the sports teams,
founding and improving school
programs, and securing federal
money and donations.
He progressively pushed for
interracial justice as early as 1938 when
he directed a PC interracial conference.
The conference aimed at forming

an intercollegiate and interracial
organization. Consequentially, he
was given a citation of honor by the
Urban League of Rhode Island in 1971
for his contributions to minorities.
Even in the ’60s, the College was
still relatively young and lacked the
scholastic unity that it has today.
He enacted the Academic Planning
Committee in 1964, which helped
secure the future of the school,
including governance, infrastructure
and relation students and faculty, and
academic curriculum.
Fr. Dore did not boast his past
achievement, despite possessing
an impressive 10 page resumé in
which he documents many awards,
contributions to various works
of literature, and participation in
over 50 educational, religious, and
community organizations.
He eventually recognized the
limitations of his age and stepped
down from the presidential chair in
1965, claiming, “It’s a young man’s
job and a young man should do it.”
Taking the position as the College’s
first Chancellor, his responsibilities
were to serve as an intermediary
between the public and PC, as
well as to offer input on future
developments and fundraising. His
50 years of service to the school were
appropriately recognized in 1981
when he was given PC’s highest
honor, the Veritas Medal.
Three years later, Dore died on
December 14, 1984 and was the
first Dominican to be buried in the
school’s new cemetery. Much of PC’s
academic excellence can be traced
back to Dore’s contributions in the
half-century he worked here.

Dunkin’ Donuts
Pipes Leak, Damage
Questions Addressed
Phone Lines
by Andres Taborda ’15
Asst. News Editor
Campus Dining
The looming question surrounding
Dunkin’ Donuts on campus is why
it does not accept Friar Bucks. The
establishment formerly in the place
of Dunkin’ Donuts, PC Perk, accepted
student meal plan money towards
purchases of coffee, pastries, or
anything else on their menu. However,
bringing a Dunkin’ Donuts to campus
will not be a win-win scenario for
students.
The Cowl reached out to John
Sweeney, senior vice president and
chief financial officer, for answers
regarding Dunkin’ Donuts.
Sweeney was quick to clarify that
the sole reason why the College went
into a contract with Dunkin’ Donuts
was because of student request.
Students have been voicing their
opinions year after year asking for the
College to bring such a franchise to
campus. It may have been presumed
by most on campus that the same
rules that applied for PC Perk would
apply to Dunkin’ Donuts. However,
when PC IDs began to be denied for
not having a balance, concern arose in
the student body.
Having a corporation come on
campus to do business means that they
have their own rules. Sodexo operates
most of the food establishments on

campus and oversees the dining
program offered to students through
a meal plan. “Dunkin’ Donuts is
operated by an outside vendor and is
not associated with the meal plan,”
said Sweeney.
The Friar Bucks ordeal can be
linked to this predicament. Since the
College brought an outside vendor
to do business on school grounds, it
cannot mandate them to accept a form
of payment that is covered under the
meal plan.
Dunkin’ Donuts can accept PC Cash,
as it is a form of payment accepted by
other outside vendors such as Barnes
and Noble and Coca-Cola.
Sweeney did not specify if the
College had any plans to work out a
deal that would take Friar Bucks as a
form of payment in the future.
The College has also agreed to
donate its profits to Catholic Relief
Services’
Fair
Trade
Program.
According to Sweeney, PC receives 3%
of the profits from Dunkin’ Donuts.
“The College has a strong tradition
supporting Fair Trade Coffee and, in
fact, Sodexo only serves Fair Trade
Coffee in their PC operations,” said
Sweeney. He continued, “We wanted
to support Fair Trade and felt that
[CRS] would allow us to do that in a
way that respects the teachings of the
Catholic Church.”
The administration has agreed
to evaluate the program on a
semester-by-semester basis.
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by Jackie McCarthy ’14
News Staff
Campus News
During the first week of the semester,
the construction on lower campus
appeared seemingly overnight. This
construction has been taking place
outside of Davis Hall for the past week
with little explanation to the students as
to what was happening. It has seriously
impeded students looking to walk into
Davis Hall from upper campus.
Bill Hardigan, head of Providence
College’s Physical Plant, confirmed that
the construction is due to a steam pipe
leak underneath the Davis parking lot.
When the pipe leaked, the steam seeped
out and damaged telecommunication
wires in many buildings on lower
campus, including Siena Hall, Fennell
Hall, and Davis Hall, which accounted
for the damaged phone lines at the
start of the semester. The leak was
caused by age and overuse of the pipes
that provide steam to the buildings on
lower campus. Many of these pipes
beneath the Raymond and Davis lots
have been in use since the 1970s.
Physical Plant has made efforts to
make the construction process happen

as quickly as possible. Although most
of the work is being done outside
of Davis Hall, the leaking was first
discovered underneath the Raymond
parking lot. Many may have witnessed
the cloud of steam that lifted up from
beneath the pavement last week as
they passed behind Ray cafeteria when
Physical Plant made the discovery that
there was not one, but two leaks in the
pipe systems. Both pipes were quickly
replaced. Physical Plant workers
continued to tackle the bigger project
underneath the Davis parking lot,
which has taken a bit more time as the
pipe needed to be replaced entirely.
Although the construction outside
Davis looks like a serious matter,
Hardigan describes it as a simple
procedure.
“It’s maintenance. The process
isn’t glamorous,” Hardigan says. He
expressed the fact that it was lucky that
the leak was found during the summer
and not the winter, which made the
construction process much easier to
deal with.
Hadigan said that the construction
itself will be finished by the end of
the week and the changes to the
telecommunication and pipe systems
are estimated to be completed by
semester break.

Alex and Ani Bracelets
Sweep Campus
by Kathleen Sullivan ’14
Senior News Writer
Campus Trends

Alex and Ani bracelets can be
found on the wrists of many girls
at Providence College, and their
popularity is only just taking off.
Kelly Condon ’13 said it best by
stating, “The PC Alex and Ani is
a great way to express class pride
while keeping it classy.”
Alex and Ani designs bangles
that are adorned with all different
combinations and types of charms and
beads. Carolyn Rafaelian of Cranston,
R.I. founded the company in 2004,
naming it after her first two daughters.
Since its founding, it has been gaining
more and more prestige and publicity.
Emily Foster ’13 received many
comments from people about her
bracelets this summer while abroad,
and she explained, “I really enjoyed
sharing the story behind them with
people, and I love that they originated
in Rhode Island.” From the Alex and
Ani store in Newport to the boutiques
across the state and now the country,
this brand is making its mark on the
nation and on the College’s campus.
Alex and Ani designs all different
types of jewelry—earrings, rings,
necklaces, bracelets for both women
and men—but it is clear that the
bracelets are the focal point of
interest for many customers. The
bracelets are uniquely designed
to be expandable so each person
can have the perfect fit. They
are also created from recycled,
environmentally-friendly materials,
all made in America, in addition to
being infused with positive energy.
Rafaelian and the company share
the philosophy of creating beautiful

products that inspire and are truly
meaningful to the wearer.
Alex and Ani released a collegiate
collection this past month, and PC
was among those schools chosen by
popular demand to be featured on a
bracelet. Caroline Cox ’14 does not
own any yet, but when she found out
they were designing one especially
for PC, she knew which one she
would purchase first.
The bracelet is said to embody
loyalty, enthusiasm, and pride, and
remind the wearer that “school is the
foundation that will open your mind
up to opportunities that will positively
change your life.”
Ashley Berube ’14 works at a
boutique that sells Alex and Ani jewelry
in Cumberland, R.I., and she explains
that from a sales point of view, the
bracelets are popular because they are
locally made from recycled material,
and the price point is great for buying
for oneself or as a gift for someone
else. “I just got the PC one myself,”
she added. “They are supposed to be
special and wearing it is a great way to
show school spirit and represent what
PC is all about.”
The general consensus on campus
shares that opinion, and PC students
are so excited to share their spirit
through wearing the bracelet. Many
people who wear the bracelets like to
create a collection that is one of a kind
and distinctive to them. They are not
the ordinary type of charm bracelet, as
Katie Ferris ’13 explained, and that is
what people love about them.
“They are special because each one
says something about who you are,
and it’s really awesome that they are
made from all recycled materials,”
says Laila Ettefagh ’14. For the College,
Alex and Ani embodies school spirit
with respect to the environment and
supporting local businesses.

Library Displays
Constitution Exhibit
by Amanda Garganese ’13
News Staff
Campus News
This week marks the Providence
College Community’s eighth annual
“Constitution Day” observance. This
day commemorates the signing of the
Constitution of the United States on
September 17, 1787—the birth of the
United States of America.
In accordance with this patriotic
holiday, Dr. Russell Bailey, library
director at the College, and the Phillips
Memorial Library have prepared a
historic, patriotic, and well thought out
exhibit for display.
The exhibit will be on display on
the main level of Phillips Memorial
Library from Monday, September 17
through Friday, September 30. The
exhibit consists of a clear glass display
table that is located across from the
“Research Hub” and the Circulation
Desk on the first floor facing the
library’s entrance.
The exhibit includes memorabilia
and materials that are related to
the early US constitutional period,
from the adoption of the Articles of
Confederation in 1777 to the ratification
of the US Constitution by Rhode Island
on May 29, 1790. The table is neatly
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displayed and organized. It is adorned
by a patriotic American flag banner,
along with a Rhode Island state flag in
the center of the table to pay homage
to the state.
To continue the patriotic spirit, the
library has also prepared a Research
Guide of Constitution-related online
links and other useful resources that
can be found on the library’s website.
These resources include: Bill
of Rights Institute: Constitution
Day Resources, National Archives:
Resources for Federal Employees,
National
Archives:
Teachers’
Resources, National Constitution
Center, National Endowment for
the Humanities: Constitution Day,
and an Online Course about the US
Constitution. There is also a video
that provides an audio reading of
the US Constitution for interested
students. There are scholarly resources
available online, such as articles
and encyclopedias. All students are
encouraged to visit the exhibit and
use the online resources before it is
removed from the library.
The exhibit marks a common
patriotism felt on campus this week,
especially after the Sept. 11 memorial
held last week on Slavin Lawn, and
gives students the opportunity to reflect
and become informed about their
country’s origins.
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Early Decision Now an Option for High Schoolers
Providence College has established an Early Decision program for the incoming
Class of 2017. Through early decision, applicants who are sure they want to attend
the College will make a binding agreement to attend if accepted. Applicants who
use this form of admission will be expected to withdraw applications from other
institutions. The College expects that 17% of the Class of 2017 will be accepted
through Early Decision according to a press release.

Timeout Tuesdays a New Event
If you happened to be in the Slavin Center on Tuesday night, you heard loud
dance music coming from McPhail’s. This is part of BOP’s new bi-weekly event
“Timeout Tuesdays.” This week, the program featured fruit smoothies for the
first hour, followed by an hour session of the popular exercise workout Zumba.
BOP also contracted Massage Envy to offer students free massages.

No Excuse to Eat Poorly in Ray
Sodexo and the Office of Health Education and Wellness have taken an
initiative to help students in the Providence College community to make healthier
decisions when it comes to their eating habits. Catherine Gates, coordinator of
health education, offered students tours of Raymond Hall, walking through all
the food stations and suggesting ways to create healthier and more well-balanced
combinations of food. Gates says students will begin leading these tours and it
will be on a more peer-to-peer basis. Students received a free coffee travel mug
for participating.

...Speaking of Healthy Eating
Milkshakes and popcorn are not the only things attracting students to McPhail’s
anymore. In an email by Kristine Goodwin, vice president for student affairs,
students were notified that McPhail’s will now serve a variety of food choices.
The on-campus establishment will now be offering nachos, pretzels, wings, hot
dogs, and pizza during pub hours and sundaes, frozen drinks, and ice cream
cookie sandwiches during their regular hours. Sodexo has taken over operation
of McPhail’s.

It’s Not Too Late to Get Involved...
Clubs and organizations throughout campus gathered last Thursday on the
Slavin Lawn to showcase their clubs to the student body. Tables were set up
with displays by the clubs and sign-ups for their respective email lists. The fair
attracted a multitude of students from all different years looking to get involved
on campus. The event also featured a rock climbing wall sponsored by the
College’s ROTC program.

Providence College SCE <3s the Military
The Providence College School of Continuing Education has again been
named a “Military Friendly School” by Victory Media, a media entity for military
personnel transitioning into civilian life. Providence is one of 1,739 schools in the
nation to make this list that recognizes the top 15% of the most military-friendly
schools in America.

Interested in web design?
Passionate about social
media?
JOIN THE COWL WEB STAFF!
Pick up an application today in the office, LL06.
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Ask PC: Senior Night

“What did you think of the senior night last Friday?”

“I didn’t go. I went to the
Florence + the Machine
concert instead.”
-Nikki Naghizadeh ’13

“I wasn’t there. I got
there too late.”
-Natalie Williams ’13

“I didn’t get in.”
-Matt Hurton’ 13

“I got there at 9:30 and
was denied entrance.”
-Courtney Clerkin ’13

“I was disappointed.”
-Grace Cullen ’13

“I really wanted to
go, but I was on the
Transformations retreat.”
-Emily Foster ’13

“It could have been better.”
-Casey Wheeler ’13

“It’s disappointing that
our grade wasn’t able to
enjoy the night together
like previous ones were.”
-Spencer Sprigg ’13

BUSINESS: AACSB MAXFIELD: New
Accreditation Was Dean Arrives from
Simmons College
a Goal of PCSB
Continued from front page
and commitment to continuously
improving the various degrees and
programs.
The first dean of the business
school was Dr. Sue Lehrman, who left
the College at the end of the Spring
2011 semester. She was replaced by
Dr. Patrick T. Kelly, who served as
interim dean until August 1, 2012.
Dr. Sylvia Maxfield, formerly a
faculty member at the Simmons
College School of Management and
chair of the MBA program there,
was then officially installed as dean
of the School of Business.
Maxfield said that she was drawn
to the school by the chance to
lead a business school in a liberal
arts setting, and that she really
appreciates the “mission-driven”
campus that Providence provides.
“I view AACSB accreditation as
the first step in a journey towards
increased excellence,” commented
Maxfield.
The School of Business has
increased greatly in its eight years
of existence, and now over 1,000
students are pursuing business
degrees, compared to just over
850 when the Division of Business
Administration was first founded.
Kyle Murphy ’13, a finance major
who transferred to the College
from the University of Notre
Dame (which also has an AACSB
accredited business school), said
that he felt his classes here at PC

were “very similar” to what he was
taught at Notre Dame, but noted
that his classes there were “mostly
in auditoriums with 80-90 people.”
He appreciates the smaller class
sizes here at PC, saying that they
allow the professors to have a much
closer relationship with students.
Murphy, a member of the
Providence College Men’s Ice
Hockey Team, said that he feels that
the accreditation of the School of
Business would be a definite plus
for the College when it comes to
new recruits. Out of his teammates
with declared majors, only three
are studying programs that fall in
the School of Arts and Sciences,
compared to 12 in the School of
Business.
“A lot more athletes than people
think look into things like this,”
explained Murphy. He said that the
accredited business school will draw
more interest from recruits who are
interested in a business degree.
Murphy said the newly-acquired
accreditation is “definitely going
to benefit [the School of Business
students] as well as future business
majors.”
The accreditation is good for a
period of 10 years. In five years, the
AACSB will return to the College
for a mid-cycle report, where they
will particularly be investigating
the strategic plan of the school,
research productivity of the faculty
members, and assurance of learning.

Continued from front page
building
and
designing
sets.
Maxfield eventually switched her
concentration to government and
economics.
After Maxfield finished schooling,
she worked on Wall Street and
benefitted from the knowledge
she had developed from living in
Argentina. With her knowledge of
Latin American culture and politics,
Maxfield helped Latin American
governments issue bonds in the
global capital market.
Maxfield’s international and liberal
arts background helps her make
connections between the analytical
and the creative. During her time on
the faculty at Yale University, Maxfield
held a joint appointment in the arts
and sciences as well as management.
Prior to accepting the position at
PC, Maxfield worked at Simmons
College. Maxfield says she is attracted
to Providence College because of its
liberal arts affiliation. She is able to
enjoy the liberal arts as well as lead
the business school.
Maxfield hopes to organically
integrate the liberal arts core
curriculum and the business major.
She hopes that the Development of
Western Civilization program can
overlap with the business school

with classes such as “The Finance of
Shakespeare,” and “The Finance of
Philosophy and Self Management.”
Maxfield is interested in listening to
student feedback and is excited about
the innovation that is happening in
undergraduate schooling.
When Maxfield is not at the
College, she enjoys spending time
with her family, especially at the
beach. She was attracted to the
College’s location in the Ocean State
for this reason. Maxfield is familiar
with the collegiate scene, with three
children of her own in college.
Maxfield also loves Shakespeare
and classical theater and remembers
her parents and grandparents
introducing her to his plays at a
young age. Maxfield is a fan of
Stephen Colbert and The Newsroom,
and loves to eat at Farmstead on
Wayland Avenue in the east side of
Providence.
So far, Maxfield has loved the
College.
“I love Providence College. The
students are amazingly connected
and the community is really deep.
I can’t quite figure out what it
is about PC that makes students
so happy and so friendly and
outgoing. The life that students
find here is so fun and rich and
warm,” said Maxfield.

@thecowl
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BROPHY: Mets Fan, Madden Addict
Continued from page three
philosophy and classics, then he entered
the Order in July of 2006.
Following graduation, his journey
to the priesthood continued at
Providence College, where he spent
a month during the summer of 2006
before being sent to Cincinnati, Ohio
for a year, and later to the Dominican
House of Studies in Washington. Fr.
Brophy spent five years at the House
of Studies before being ordained.
While there, he focused on moral
theology. Although this was his
concentration, Fr. Brophy said, “I
consider myself a philosopher before I
do a theologian.”
As part of his ordination, Fr. Brophy
took the name of a saint. He chose to take
the name of St. Justin because he was the
first saint to reconcile faith and reason.
“Justin was a public debater and read
Plato, which is what I do and read.” He
continued, “I took Marie as my middle
name in honor of Mary.”
In regards to his short time at the
College, Fr. Brophy said, “I’m getting
my feet wet, but it has been a great
first three weeks.” He has been a busy
man, attending the many orientation,
campus ministry, and the traditional
beginning of the school year events.
He also attended the first Connections
retreat of the year with the Class of
2016 in New Hampshire.
“I have loved meeting all the new
freshmen and the rest of the student
body at the Campus Ministry Open
House,” remarked Fr. Brophy.
When asked what he hopes to bring to
College, Fr. Brophy said he hopes to just
bring a positive energy to the campus.
He is prepared to take his preaching
very seriously.

He also recognized that there were
people who walked with him during
his time at college. His goal is to pay
it forward and be the person who can
be a positive presence in the lives of
students and walk with them on their
collegiate journey.
Fr. Brophy also expressed his love for
the 10:30 p.m. Mass on Sunday evenings.
“It’s amazing,” he said. “The energy
is palpable and inspiring. It’s a standing
room only Mass.”
Days off for Fr. Brophy consist of a
couple of different things. If it is a nice
day, he can be spotted on the golf course,
a passion he claims to have fallen in love
with again this summer. If he is not on
the course, he may be enjoying quiet
reading time to simply relax.
He has a passion for ethnic food and
roams the city of Providence trying
the very diverse restaurant selection
in the area. His favorite places thus far
are the Bombay Club for Indian food
and a local favorite, The Abbey, for a
good burger.
Two of his hobbies include beer
brewing and having multiple teams
of fantasy football. Fr. Brophy is quick
to admit that his days off can consist
of taking time to manage his multiple
fantasy teams.
He is a sports fan and follows his
teams from back home: the Giants,
Mets, Devils, and the Knicks.
Father Brophy has extended an
invitation to the Providence College
community to challenge him in a
game of Madden or NCAA Football.
He is an avid video gamer, preferring
Playstation 3 over Xbox 360.
“If anyone wants to challenge
me, come on down to the Chapel
Basement.”

2012 Seasonal Flu Clinic
Where:

Student Health Center – Bedford Hall

When:

Thursday, September 27th 5:00 – 8:00pm
Tuesday, October 2nd 5:00 – 8:00pm

Cost:

No charge – BCBS, Medicare Part B,
United Healthcare, Neighborhood Health,
Tufts, or Cigna
Different or no insurance - $20.00

Any questions, please contact Student Health Services at
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Race: The Power
of An Illusion –

The Difference Between Us

Film Showing and Discussion co-facilitated by Elena Yee of
BOMA and Dr. Jeff Markert of Biology

401-865-2422.
You must have your insurance card with you.

Sept 25, THU, 7pm, Slavin 112 across from 64 Hall

Register online at: www.thewellcomp.com

Click: Register Now
Click: Flu-College Events
Login: pcstudent
Please print form and bring form with you to flu
clinic.

Co-sponsored by BOMA and Biology
Refreshments will be Served
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Woman Marries Her Own Father
Six Years after His Death, Truth Revealed

by Naomi Eide ’13
Senior World Writer
UNITED STATES

Valerie Spruill did not learn that
she inadvertently married her father,
Percy Spruill, until six years after
his death when an uncle told her the
dark family secret. CNN reported that
Spruill, 60, recently went public with
her story “with the hopes that it would
help others facing what seem like
insurmountable problems.” Spruill
was unsure whether to believe her
uncle and had a DNA test conducted,
which did indeed confirm that her late
husband was also her father.
Spruill met her husband/father in
Akron, Ohio and settled in the working
class suburb of Doylestown. Initially
raised by her grandparents, Spruill
was under the impression that her
grandfather was her father. Spruill’s
mother, Christine, had become
pregnant as a teenager while dating
Spruill’s then 15-year-old father and
future husband, Percy. CNN stated
that Spruill had known her mother
worked as a prostitute, and in the
1980s was involved in a high-profile
scandal involving a local probate
judge convicted of “intimidating
investigators
and
gross
sexual
imposition for attacking a courthouse
clerk in his chambers.”
Percy Spruill was Valerie Spruill’s
second husband and the loving
step-father/grandfather of her three
children. On whether Percy knew he
was Spruill’s father, Valerie said, “I
don’t know if he ever knew or not.
That conversation didn’t come up. I
think if he did know, there is no way
he could have told me.” People have
tried to offer advice on the situation,
and Spruill explained that “they’ve
said things like ‘some secrets should
stay secrets.’ I can’t do anything about
what they think. I just know what I
think. God is always mighty, and he
teaches you to tell the truth no matter
what.” A therapist advised Spruill that
she should tell her kids, and shortly
thereafter, she informed her grandkids.
Spruill said, “I told them about two
years ago. They are remarkable. They
are handling it better than I am.” As
far as the grandchildren, Spruill said,
“They have been so supportive. They
are telling me they love me, telling me
they will do whatever I need.”
Some may ask why the fatherdaughter duo did not question the
biological similarities that may have
been apparent to them. Finnish
scholar Edvard Westermarck’s 1891
book The History of Human Marriage
proposed that children who lived
in close proximity to others in the
formative years of their life, namely

Photo courtesy of blindedbymysight

up to age six, would become sexually
desensitized to those individuals
in the future. However, if the child
is separated from their biological
family at an early age, the so-called
“Westermarck effect” could not take
hold. Without the Westermarck effect,
there is a theory that proposes that
there can easily be genetic sexual
attraction, as shared genetic material
ensure that pairs may have something
in common. When a pair of genetically
related individuals meet for the first
time, it is very likely that they may
be attracted to one another. Though
it may seem curious that a fatherdaughter sexual relationship could
occur, both apparently had no prior
knowledge that they were related and
their relationship progressed as that of
husband and wife.
In this situation the children were
not the products of the father-daughter
relationship. They were born by
Spruill’s previous husband and were
involved with the situation because
of the knowledge that their stepfather
was actually their grandfather. The
aftermath for Spruill was devastating,
especially emotionally, causing her
to suffer two strokes, and she was
also diagnosed with diabetes. Spruill
shared her story because “pain and
stress will kill, and I had to release
my stress. I’m just telling the story to
release my pain.”

Related Stories:
German Incest Couple

According to the BBC, one couple in Germany, the Stuebings,
composed of a brother and sister who first met in adulthood, lost
a European Court case. The Court argued that it is permissable for
Germany to ban incest, although the pair wanted the right to raise a
family. The Stuebings have four children, two of which are disabled.
As a result of the case, the male of the couple was sentenced to three
years in prison; the woman escaped conviction because the Court
ruled she had a personality disorder and was not responsible for
her actions.

Austrian Dungeon Imprisonment

According to BBC, a man in Austria built a dungeon for his
daughter in 1984 and began raping her, forcing her to bear him seven
children. Josef Fritzl kept her in the dungeon for almost 25 years. He
claimed to be addicted to having sex with her and originally locked
her up to protect her from the outside world. Fritzl had a wife anc
children, from whom he hid his dungeon and its occupant. When
interviewed, Fritzl suggested to newspapers that his upbringing
during the Nazi regime might be the source of his love for discipline.

Questions? Comments? Suggestions? Complaints? Email us at cowlworldnews@gmail.com
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Mexican Prisoners Escape Jail Near Border
Over One Hundred Prisoners Walk Out Front Door

by Kayla Fernandes ’14
World Staff
MEXICO

In what some are calling the
“escape of the century,” 129 inmates
managed to escape from a prison in
Piedras Negras, located in northern
Mexico. Initial reports claimed that
132 prisoners escaped through a
tunnel in the carpentry workshop that
was 23 feet long and four feet wide.
However, this was not the whole story.
In fact, the 129 prisoners that made
the escape did so by simply walking
out of the front door. The original
figure claiming 132 inmates escaped
was in fact correct, but three inmates
were found still hiding in the prison
once authorities were alerted to the
breach. In what is best described as a
“jailwalk,” prisoners were allegedly
aided by prison personnel, including
the prison director. Of the 129 inmates
that made it off the premises, 86
of them were serving sentences
for federal crimes, including drug
trafficking.
United States Customs and Border
Patrol have set up blockades on the
road leading from Mexico into the
United States, and thus far, no inmates
have been caught trying to cross the
border into Texas.
This most recent prison break
highlights an increasingly dangerous
problem in the Mexican prison
system. Mexican President Felipe

Calderon responded to news of the
escape by pointing out, “In the past
six years, more than 1,000 inmates
have escaped from state prisons.
From federal prisons, not one.”
Prior to the Piedras Negras escape,
another large scale breach occurred
in December 2010, when 151 inmates
escaped a prison in Nuevo Laredo,
another Mexican border city. So far,
16 prison officials have been arrested
in connection with the Piedras Negras
escape, and a massive manhunt has
been undertaken to discover the
whereabouts of the escaped inmates.
Jorge Luis Moran, public security
secretary of Coahuila, the state where
Piedras Negras is located, has said,
“The statements from those [three
inmates] we’ve captured confirm that
[the other inmates] left through the
door.” He continued by emphasizing,
“There was total complicity, collusion
and betrayal from the officers charged
with preventing them from escaping.”
Given the corruption of the guards
and the drug offenses of the escaped
inmates, Luis Moran posits that the
infamous Zetas drug cartel had a
hand in the mass escape.
This jailbreak has served as a
reminder of the issues that will face
the new president-elect, Enrique
Pena Nieto, when he takes office in
December. Pena Nieto has pledged
to reform prisons and reduce crime,
given an increase in gang-related
violence over the past six years of
current president Calderon’s term.

Photo courtesy of Arrestinquiry.org

The Mexican prisoners waltzed out of the prison unopposed. As violence by drug cartel members
has been one of the most important domestic issues in both Mexico and the United States, the
apparently weak security of Mexican state jails is a worrying trend in the Mexican war on drugs.

Northern
Mexico
has
been
especially afflicted with violence
originating from brutal drug cartel
turf wars. Calderon’s administration
was largely overshadowed by these
skirmishes, even though he used the
military to crack down on gangs and
managed to capture or kill many of
the top drug lords. With Calderon on

his way out, Pena Nieto will soon join
the ongoing war and attempt to turn
around a prison system plagued by
corruption.

Japan, China Lay Claim to Island Chain
Conflict Threatens Business Ties, Prompts National Reflection
by Katie Davenport ’14
World Staff
ASIA

China and Japan both feel that
they have territorial claims to the
uninhabited islands known as
Senkaku in Japan and Diaoyu in
China. Chinese patrol boats have
intensified their challenge against
Japan’s control of the contested
islands; Japan has responded with an
increase in the amount of Coast Guard
cutters to combat China. According
to The New York Times, these actions
are a sign of a potential “smoldering
conflict.” However, in Ishigaki, at the
southern edge of Japan nearest to the
islands in dispute, many Japanese
feel that the conflict may frighten
away desired Chinese tourists who
significantly contribute to the town’s
resort-based economy. Moreover,
studies have revealed the possibility
of oil beneath the waters surrounding
the islands, so the underlying issue is
also about the availability of resources
and wealth.
The territorial claims reinforce the
troubled history between the nations
since Japan’s invasion of China. In spite
of their rocky past, businesses have
maneuvered through political unease,
establishing trade and investment
connections that have become
vital to both economies’ welfare.
Japan’s Finance Ministry states that
Japan’s greatest trading partner last
year was China. Although China’s
biggest trading partner was the

United States, Japan came in second.
The New York Times thus explains
that the economic ties between the two
nations may be partially responsible
for the Japanese government’s
reservation as demonstrators in
China vandalized Japanese-owned
business last week. Similarly, the
ties may be the motivation behind
China’s action towards terminating
the protests and punishing rioters
that China initially suppressed.
Furthermore, the industries of
Japan and China balance one another.
The New York Times reports that
Japan’s superior technology helps
to provide a significant amount of
production machinery for Chinese
factories.
Japan
also
supplies
numerous essential components in
Chinese-manufactured products that
have assisted in China’s growth. In
turn, Japanese consumers often rely
on cheap Chinese goods to sustain
their needs. Automakers, electronics
companies, supermarkets, and stores
are heavily investing in China.
For instance, Japan’s struggling
electronics companies depend on
China’s lower-cost manufacturers,
which use Japanese parts, including
memory chips, to build their hightech products. The iPhone, for
example, is put together in China,
but Japanese companies like Toshiba
supply many important components.
During the recent anti-Japan protests,
according to Japanese news reports,
many Chinese wanted to boycott the
iPhone because Japanese content is
extremely high.
Politics has complicated the issue

Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

This map indicates the location of the disputed islands along with their names for the principal
claimants: Japan, China, and the Republic of Korea. Trade interests conflict with nationalism in this
battle over uninhabited land in the Pacific.

as well. China is nearing a shift in
leadership, while Japan formerly
endured a line of weak governments
that, as many analysts would say, have
permitted a small, assertive group
of nationalists to push for control of
the islands. Public opinion, which has
gradually shifted against China, has
further limited Japanese leaders.
Japan is feeling increasingly
threatened as China becomes more
aggressive, but the nation feels a
sense of defeat too, because China
has surpassed Japan in becoming
the world’s second-largest economy.

Although both Japan and China are
mutually dependent on one another,
many analysts would warn that Japan
is overly dependent on China, which
could prove to be detrimental in the
long run.
“China and Japan need each other,
but honestly speaking, Japan needs
China more,” states Kazuo Yukawa, a
professor at Asia University in Tokyo.
“So the Japanese feel torn. They want
to defend their territory, but few
would say to do so at the expense of
business.”
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Friar Forecast: Lethargic
by Meaghan Lambert ’15
World Staff
ECONOMY

Although the US economy is
showing signs of improvement,
lackluster data points to US growth
as much needed and fairly behind
schedule. Overly optimistic members
of the Federal Reserve continue to
promise an economy on the “up and
up”, suggesting slight downturns in
gas prices and improvements in the
housing market will help to stabilize
the economy. These advances are
expected to continue into the fall, but
are projected to be extremely slow.
The second quarter of 2012 provided
analysts with some positive data,
pointing to a Real Gross Domestic
Product growth of 1.7%. Real GDP
measures the overall output of
goods and services produced in the
United States, and was only slightly
behind a 2.0% growth in 2012’s first
quarter. Growth in GDP is expected
to stem from increases in personal
consumption, exports, and fixed
investments, negatively affected by
increases in local and state government
spending, an increase in imports,
and private inventory investment
decreases. In addition, real personal
consumption expenditures increased
by 1.7% in the second quarter, with
the sale of nondurable goods and
services contributing greatly to the
slight upturn.
Current dollar GDP, or the market
value of United States output of goods
and services, increased by a whopping
3.3%, or by $127.8 billion. Likewise,
Gross National Product, or the goods
and services produced with American
labor and property, increased by 2.2%,
compared with a mere .6% in the first
quarter. Overall, US productivity rose
by .1% in the manufacturing industry
and by 2.2% in the non-farming sector.
The Labor Department continues
to report record low unemployment

benefit claims, with the unemployment
rate dropping to 8.1%, or 12.5 million
people, in August 2012. Within the
month, employment in the food
service industry has increased by
28,000 jobs, in professional or technical
services by 27,000, in the health care
sector by 17,000, and decreased in the
manufacturing industry by 15,000.
Rhode Island currently holds the
highest unemployment rate in the 50
states, at a rate of 10.7%, decreasing
slightly from a 10.8% rate in July 2012
and far better than a surging 11.4% in
August 2011.
For an economy attempting to pull
itself out of the most severe recession
in 70 years, these results are dim.
Chairman of the Macroeconomic
Advisors John Prakken reported to
The New York Times, “The pace of the
economy is picking up, but not to a
rate that is very robust. It certainly is
no great shakes.” This sluggish pace
is partly the result of the euro-crisis
resurrection in Europe, the slowing
of major players Brazil and China’s
economies, and the remaining debt
obligations of the US government.
Although gas prices have been steadily
decreasing, Prakken reports their
results will “…take a few months to
show up” and should ensue as long
as tensions continue to fizzle between
the US and Iran. Overall, this lethargic
recovery is expected to continue
through the end of the year, with
recovering companies wary to invest,
hire, or expand until November’s
election determines the United States’
reigning fiscal policy.

Sources: US government Bureau of Economic Analysis and NY state Department of Labor.
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Should You Pick a Major Based on Money?
Academic “Careers” are Less Restrictive than You Think
by Jenn Giffels ’14
Commentary Staff
CAMPUS
A check for $160,000 will cover
the tuition for a Providence College
education. By the end of second
semester sophomore year, you will
have picked the focus of this education,
your major. With six figures and a
career path on the line, no wonder
college students feel so much pressure
to choose the “right” major. Picking a
major, however, does not mean picking
out your future salary. Whether you’re
graduating this year or you are an
undeclared freshman, your choice may
actually be less restricting and stressful
than it is made out to be.
Many people associate a major with
a specific career. Don’t biology majors
apply to medical school, and education
majors teach? Not quite. In fact, medical
schools do not require you to be a
declared science major, and Teach for
America loves candidates who do not
have a degree in traditional education.
You could spend four years having a
major you love or want to learn more
about, without stifling previous career
hopes or plans.
If you are someone who does not
know what field you want to work
in after college, choose the major
that interests and excites you. A
fascinating video entitled “Did You
Know 3.0” created by Karl Fisch
has you consider that the top 10 indemand jobs in 2010 did not even
exist in 2004. Your college education
could very well be preparing you
for a job that you don’t know about
yet because it doesn’t even exist. In
the meantime, absorb all that PC’s
liberal arts education has to offer
and take solace in the fact that many
employers are now seeking “flexible
thinkers with innovative ideas and a

broad knowledge base derived from
exposure to multiple disciplines,” as
found in Korn’s Wall Street Journal
article, “Wealth or Waste? Rethinking
the Value of a Business Major.”
They’re looking for a liberal arts
background and skills such as critical
thinking and innovation that can be
learned from many different majors.
Assuming a direct correlation
between a major and a career leads
to dangerously pairing a career
with a certain salary. Lawyers make
a lot of money, right? Well, not
the “national glut of new lawyers”
that exceed the current demand
for lawyers in the United States,
according to the blog of Economic
Modeling Specialists International.
Determining the salary of a
profession when you graduate is far
from an exact science, but if you’re
doing something you love, it will
be more beneficial and rewarding.
A life reduced to a salary forgoes
so many important principles. Just
like the idolized search for a wellrounded
college
“experience,”
there is a path to a greater and more
fulfilling life “experience.”
Martin Luther King, Jr. reminded
us that “life’s most persistent and
urgent question is, ‘What are you
doing for others?’” We should
keep that in mind when choosing a
major. The sheer number of people
whom you have contact with
every day makes you realize that
without these relationships, society
would not be able to function. Our
interdependency mandates a strong
sense of responsibility toward one
another and shuns us away from
choosing the option that will bring the
most individual gain because, in the
end, this mindset is not sustainable.
Scott Neeson would not have left
his seven-figure Hollywood salary
to start and run the Cambodian
Children’s Fund if he didn’t believe

that all of humanity is inseparably
woven together.
I’m not expecting nor advocating
a complete cessation of financial
responsibility, but rather suggesting
there is always another side. Money
will allow you to provide for a
family one day, but your kids will
also need your time and moral
example. Money will provide
economic security, but it’s
careful attention to the
overall economy and
all its participants that
makes this possible.
My
caution
is
against picking the
major you think is

going to make you the most money,
when that income is far from being
guaranteed. Pick a major according
to your interests and your concerns
and let your passion guide you to
success. Then you will always be
proud of and confident in
your work.

Top Four Ways to Make the Most of Your Senior Year
by Kaylee Miller ’13
Commentary Staff
CAMPUS
In these first few weeks of senior
year, one thing is clear: everyone is
feeling slightly anxious about what lies
beyond our last and final year at our
beloved PC. My newsfeed is practically
flooded with sentimental statements
like, “last first 10:30 mass” or, “going
out with a bang for the last golf party!”
That feeling is not only coming from
social media. There is also pressure
from professors curiously asking what
our plans for after graduation are. And
the answers are mixed: graduate school,
law school, taking a year off, job offers.
The stress of figuring out our future is
inevitable, but instead of letting it take
over our lives, I want to try to embrace
this time of transition. That is why I am
establishing some goals for myself for
senior year that hopefully other seniors
will be able to identify with.
Study hard... There’s no doubt
that everyone knows the feeling of
senioritis. We have all spent endless

hours in Phillips Memorial Library,
and with the real world looming
ahead of us, it might seem a little more
difficult than usual to clock in your
average library time. But these grades
do count. And years down the road if
you are pondering grad school, you
do not want those senior year grades
to lower your overall GPA. Kristen
Bloomer ’13 said, “I find myself feeling
caught up in the little things here like
intramurals or sporting events that
I forget that the real reason that I am
here is for school.” Don’t forget that!
...But not too hard. If you have
hours on hours of philosophy reading
ahead of you, and you are having a
wonderful time with your friends,
take the time with your friends. It
will rarely be as easy as now to spend
so much time with your loved ones.
Take advantage of the people in your
life now. They are the people who
will bring you love and joy for many
years to come.
Avoid drama. Over the years I am
sure everyone has had their fair share
of painful and pointless fights; I know
I have. When you have a bunch of

late teens/early 20-year-olds mixed
together with stress and binge drinking
and boyfriends and girlfriends, these
things are bound to happen. But this
year, avoid it. We owe it to ourselves
and each other to forgive and forget
and move forward. There is no point in
graduating with grudges.
Try something new. Whether
it be an intramural team, a radio
show with WDOM, or an alternative
spring break trip, this is the last
chance we have to be involved.
There are so many opportunities
that are readily available to us here
at PC, and it is the ultimate loss if we
don’t take advantage of it. Think of
something outside of your comfort
zone and do it.
College is a time for discovery,
fun, and exploration within ourselves
and others. It is also a time we take
for granted. Years from now, we
want to look back on our college
experience with fondness. And with
the wonderful people in the Class of
2013, it is nearly impossible that we
won’t look back at this time as some
of the best of our lives.

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL

Students gather in Slavin Lawn for PC’s annual
Involvement Fair to learn about new and
enriching opportunities.
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A PERSPECTIVE
ON
POLICY
by Genevieve Ilg ’14
Commentary Editor

Parietals aren’t Effective
Providence
College’s
Undergraduate Catalogue states,
“Catholic teaching guides…the
enforcement of parietals in the
residence halls”—an implication
of Catholic and Dominican
tradition. Parietals, the College’s
visitation policy, are a set of
pointless rules because they are
implemented in a sloppy manner.
The phrase “Visitation is
a privilege, not a right” best
explains the College’s rationale
for the policy in PC’s student
handbook. Parietals apply to all
students who live on campus and
set visitation hours for students
who are visiting other students
of the opposite sex. Visitation
hours for traditional residence
halls are 10 a.m. to 12 a.m. (10
hours of unpermitted visitation)
from Sunday through Thursday,
and 10 a.m. to 2 a.m. (8 hours of
unpermitted visitation) on Fridays
and Saturdays. Visitation hours
end at midnight during reading
periods, exams, holidays, and
breaks. In apartments and suites,
the rules apply to individual
bedrooms, but not to the common
rooms (which are the areas of
space that include a living room
and a kitchen area).
The recent addition of guards
at the front doors of all freshman
dorms—and not just those that
house females—is not meant to
help enforce parietals. Rather, it
is a reformed policy to alleviate
sexist criticisms. Regardless,
parietals
remain
inadequate
because they provide a weak
model of behavior for freshman
(and non-first year students living
in freshmen dorms). Parietals fail
for the following reasons:
Reason 1: They don’t prevent
students from having sex.
Catholic doctrine is clear on
its stance on premarital relations.
Parietals may prevent co-ed
sleepovers in freshman dorms on
campus, but they do not actually
prevent students from having sex.
There are many opportunities to
engage in intimate acts. Students
can either live off campus to do
as they please, or they find a time
slot during the 14 hours a day

from Sunday-Thursday or during
the 16 hours a day on Fridays
and Saturdays during permitted
visitation to be alone. This aspect
of the policy presumes two things:
the actions of these two freshmen
are between two people of the
opposite sex, and these freshmen
do not have a means to break
parietals.
Also, guards are not present
at the doors of non-traditional
residence halls. Therefore, students
of the opposite sex can be intimate
in the common area (because it’s a
24-hour entertaining space) or in
the bedroom (because there’s no
one to police the activity).
I’ll take it a step further.
The
policy
presumes
that
these freshmen are pursuing
heterosexual intimate relationships.
Reason 2: They don’t help create
a respectful living environment for
roommates.
The concept of “respectful living
environments” presumes students
are only entitled to such during
the hours in which non-permitted
visitation is enforced. If students
who are engaging in intimate
activity or disrespectful activity are
doing so during the day, then the
purpose of parietals is defeated.
More importantly, parietals don’t
regulate same-sex entertaining
(whether sexual or platonic) in all
residence halls on campus.
Reason 3: They don’t fully
make the campus safe.
Parietals do a great job at
protecting freshman students from
strangers entering into the dorms;
if a non-PC individual wants to
sign in, he or she must forfeit their
license or state ID. But, as implied
in the other two reasons, guards
cannot protect students in nontraditional residence halls and in
off-campus living arrangements
(because guards aren’t present
there), or prevent entertaining
between members of the same-sex
in the residence halls. Perhaps this
is an issue for the RAs to handle.
Still, that doesn’t improve the
flaws imbedded in parietals. PC
may never part with parietals, but
it’s clear that they are just for show.
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Letter to the Editor
9/11: Did We Forget?

Is Sept. 11 just an ordinary day again? Is it now time to move on from what
happened in 2001? Today, on the 11th anniversary of the terrorist attacks, some
individuals may contend that our nation ought to move on because the more we
dwell on the past, the more we think about it and let it define us, and the weaker
we will appear to the world.
But who exactly are we, and why should the world’s judgment of us dissuade
us from remembering that day? Today, this assumed “we” is practically
nonexistent. We are not who we say we are: we are not the United States of
America, but rather just “America.” It was the events of September 11, 2001 that
unified us; it was that day in which we actualized our potential to be the United
States of America.
The Indian mystic, Ramakrishna Paramahansa said, “Knowledge leads to
unity. Ignorance to disunity.” Yet if we ignore what happened on September
11, 2001, then we are demonstrating weakness; we are showing division, not
unity. We should remember not only the victims that perished that day, but also
the morals that were reinforced by the tragic events. One message from that
day 11 years ago is this: when the opportunity to express love arises, do so, for
tomorrow your chance could be gone.
September 11, 2001 was the manifestation of weakness, vulnerability, and
horror, but it’s during those difficult times, when we feel defeated and broken,
that define who we are, what we stand for, and the purpose for which we exist.
—Ryan Edward Sullivan ’13

&

Tangents

Tirades

McPhail’s McFail’s
Talk about a bust. With the new 250 capacity rule for the first senior night
of the year, McPhail’s was “filled” before 10 p.m., with a line of cranky seniors
backed up to Dunkin’. After waiting for 45 minutes, with half of my friends
in line with me and the other half waiting for us inside, we were met with
annoyed bartenders and an empty dance floor that was completely cleared by
11:15 p.m. An event that was supposed to bring 2013 together scattered us by
the hundreds around the city. Student affairs, please take note—if you do not
want 1,000 angry seniors blaming you for a failed final year, stop treating us
like we’re in high school and make a sensible change to your policies.
—Emily Corr ’13

There’s Nothing to Like about Coffee

I hate coffee, and I refuse to drink it. Now that’s not something you usually
hear a college student say. I realize that coffee has become some sort of substitute
for sleeping, but I don’t think trading sleep for this bitter, gross drink with a
terrible aftertaste is a good deal. Its fantastic scent and fancy flavors are quite
deceiving because no amount of cream, sugar, or flavor makes that awful taste
subtle. How people drink it daily is mind-boggling to me. I have a request to
you coffee drinkers: simplify your fancy java order at Dunks. You’re holding
up the line and I need my donut.
—Kelly Sullivan ’15

I Swear I Care How You’re Doing
One thing that I love about Providence College is that we have a pretty
heads-up campus. It is very infrequent that a walk to class involves a host
of students with their heads down and iPods on, not saying “hi” to anyone.
Many people look up and say hello to those they know and, sometimes
awkwardly and mistakenly, those they do not. But saying “Hi, how are you?”
is problematic. I do it all the time. And I want to know how you’re doing when
I ask, I genuinely do, but the pass-by is just too short. The brisk pace leaves
minimal room for pleasantries, and I’m not a fan. Perhaps we should just stick
to “Hey’s” or at least “What’s up?” That works better without a response than
an inquiry into one’s well-being. But hey, as long as we know we all care deep
down? Not enough minutes between classes, I’d say.
—Matt Santos ’14

Routine, Interrupted

I stumbled upon gratification while possessing a scheduled lifestyle amidst
the start of a new year. Developing a collegiate routine adheres to the belief
that we will be less likely to fall into temptation and more obliged to withstand
challenging activities throughout the year. But what if this jam-packed schedule
is an attempt to stimulate humanity in order to prevent societal disruption?
Although this notion is extreme, it is apparent that the current world we live in
regards perfectionism as an essential lifelong obligation. We are influenced by
news headlines titled, “Be Wiser, Wealthier, and Healthier.” Consequently, the
facade of contentment has become as customary, and somewhat obligatory, as
abiding by the daily routines laid before us.
—Christina Moazed ’15
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Everything Happens for a Reason

Here’s Why...
by Beatriz Forster ’14
Commentary Staff
CAMPUS
Whether you love it or hate it, at
this moment in your life you find
yourself at Providence College. I
remember that as a freshman, I was
wondering what the heck I was doing
at a Dominican school nestled in the
smallest state in the Union. Some of
us may still be wondering the same
thing about ourselves. New students
are probably tired of hearing the same
thing repeatedly told to them: “It was
providence that you came to PC. You’re
here for a reason.” Upperclassmen
may have forgotten these words,
but I haven’t. The reason why this
providence is still so important is
because it’s what guided me through
the darkness of the unknown.
Why did God’s providence lead
you and me here when He could have
placed us in an infinitesimally large
number of other places? All schools
have a catchy motto and enticing
offers of majors, classes, activities,
and social opportunities, but not all
of them are like the one at which you
find yourself.
The College challenges students
“to be transformed” rather than “to
transform themselves.” We don’t
usually like passive voice at The Cowl.
The hidden subject here is grace. And
the reason why it’s so amazing is
because it sweetly lifts our souls above
what we believed to be the limits of
our bodies and gently places us where
God in His providence knows to be
the best for us.
This all sounds great, but
oftentimes we don’t feel ourselves
transformed beyond gaining some
weight and having a pile of reading
to do. Frequently, we need to step

back in order to truly perceive the
monstrosity of the mountain towering
before us. Propelled by this thought,
many of us eagerly attend meetings
and sign forms so that we can realize
our dreams of living and studying
in a different country through study
abroad programs. We probably love it,
and some of us sigh at the thought of
ever coming home and returning to the
reality of attending PC.
Regardless of our reluctance to come
back, PC remains our alma mater, which
literally means “nourishing mother.”
Just like our actual mothers, whom
we may not always appreciate, PC has
a foremost claim on us for the rest of
our lives. We chant the words: “Mother
of Truth, we proudly pledge to thee/
Undying love and steadfast loyalty”
at Convocation, Freshman Welcoming
Mass, and Commencement because
that’s what we believe at PC. We owe
a debt of gratitude to our college and to
God for bringing us here.
This is why PC isn’t just another
school that abuses alcohol or values
its sports teams. It’s not just any other
school: it’s yours and it is for a reason.
G.K. Chesterton said, “Progress is
providence without God. That is, it is
a theory that everything has always
perpetually gone right by accident. It
is a sort of atheistic optimism, based
on an everlasting coincidence far more
miraculous than a miracle.”
Though we may not be aware, as
PC students we do indeed profess
faith in a miracle that is not only
reasonable, but also necessary.
We’re here for a special reason that
we may discover right away, or in
four years, or in 10 when we reunite
with other alumni. What a relief it is
to know that in the very name of our
school lies the key to our happiness
and flourishing. And so the Alma
Mater concludes: “Hail Providence!
We praise thy name!”
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by Fr. James Cuddy, O.P.
Campus Chaplain

Going to Mass: Just the Medicine You Need
As a kid, and even now, I hated
taking medicine. I would hide
from my mother when the cough
syrup came out. I would gag on
the pills, even if they were hidden
in applesauce. I was a terrible
patient. Eventually, I got through
the pain of the prescriptions, partly
to appease my mother and partly
because I knew it was good for me.
But God, did I hate it.
If we’re not careful, we can
fall into the error of thinking that
going to Mass and trying to be
good Christians are things that we
simply have to tolerate. It’s like
nasty tasting medicine: nobody
really likes it, but we take it because
we have to. We go to Mass to get it
over with and then move on with
our lives. But that’s the wrong way
of looking at it.
Let me say it plainly: joy is an
essential part of the Christian life. If
there is no joy in your following of
Christ or if laughter is conspicuously
absent from your faith, then you’re
doing something wrong. Even
the most serious of disciples are
not above a little bit of humor. For
example, there’s a funny story told
about Blessed Pope John XXIII. A
journalist once asked him, “Your
Holiness, how many people work at
the Vatican?” With his characteristic
wit and without missing a beat, the
pope replied, “About half of them.”
Don’t think that’s funny? Try
this one. Our own Fr. Justin was
just about to be ordained a priest
last spring and had the chance to
serve Mass with Cardinal Dolan,

the Archbishop of New York. After
Mass, His Eminence called him over
for what then-Brother Justin thought
would be some edifying words of
wisdom and encouragement before
he became a priest. To his surprise,
the Cardinal uttered words that Fr.
Justin will never forget: “Where’s
the nearest Dunkin’ Donuts, son?
I’m starving.”
We Christians believe that our
life on earth is supposed to be a
foretaste of heaven. It’s a sneak peek
of what we hope to experience in the
world to come. Our Lord himself,
drawing on the prophet Isaiah,
describes heaven as a banquet at
which strangers and friends come
together to share in a lavish feast of
the best food and the finest wine.
There will undoubtedly be laughter
and joy. And if that’s what heaven
will look like, then a life well lived
should be marked by joy as well.
This is not to suggest that the
Christian life is all fun and games. To
follow Christ is to accept and embrace
the cross. There is no life, whether
impious or devout, that is spared the
scourge of suffering. But the joy that
comes from knowing Christ makes
the cross bearable and gives us hope
in our darkest hours. The happiness
comes from knowing that Good
Friday always leads to Easter Sunday.
If you’re looking for real joy in
your life, or wondering why you’re
not as happy as you want to be,
come by St. Dominic Chapel. All are
welcome to join in the joy of those
assemble there. You might find that
it’s just what the doctor ordered.

In Response to Corr Values: Let’s Really Talk about Sex
by Stelliana Chalkiadakis ’13
GUEST COMMENTARY
While reading “Corr Values,” I
found myself wishing Emily Corr
had actually talked about sex. She’s
entitled to dedicate herself to chastity,
but as a balance, I’d like to stand in
defense of the majority of Providence
College students who don’t feel the
need to remain chaste.
Corr says, “Sex happens in college.
A lot.” She’s right: “Premarital sex is
normal behavior for the vast majority
of Americans, and has been for
decades,” according to Rebecca Wind
in Premarital Sex Is Nearly Universal
Among Americans, and Has Been For
Decades. Corr goes on to assume that
those sexual encounters are understood
as “mistakes” and “regrets.” She calls
sexually active individuals unhappy,
unfulfilled, unhealthy, empty, and
immoral.
Admonishing
against
sexuality is not only futile, but also
potentially dangerous.
Research shows that those who
vow to maintain different levels of
chastity have the same rate of STDs
and are more likely to engage in
risky behavior than adolescents who
have not taken those pledges. “Not
only do virginity pledges not work
to keep our young people safe, they

are causing harm by undermining
condom use, contraception, and
medical treatment,” states William
Smith, policy director at the Sexuality
Information and Education Council of
the United States, according to Medical
News Today.
Though I could take the same tack as
Corr and urge you to “trust me” on my
claims, I don’t have to plead for your trust,
but can simply defer you to sociological
and psychological studies on the subject.
What PC needs is comprehensive
sexual education: the tools and
knowledge to help students who are
having sex to do so safely and by their
own choice. We deserve the support
and guidance to choose the healthiest
relationships with others that we
can, as this intimacy can be rich and
rewarding, both physically and
emotionally. Instead of condemning
those who have sex (over 75% of those
20 and over will have premarital sex,
as reported in Jennifer Warner’s,
“Premarital Sex the Norm in America”
we need to encourage constructive
relationships, in the same way that the
Scandinavian countries have.
Sex among at least older teenagers
is generally accepted, and there is
little, if any, societal pressure to remain
abstinent. But with that acceptance
comes strong cultural norms that
emphasize
that
sexual
activity

should occur within committed
relationships—married or otherwise.
Teenagers in these countries have
longer-lasting
relationships
and
therefore fewer sexual partners than do
their peers in the United States, even
though they begin having sex at about
the same age, according to Cynthia
Dailard in Legislating Against Arousal:
The Growing Divide Between Federal
Policy and Teenage Sexual Behavior.
Corr also fails to mention, perhaps
by not entertaining the idea that
consenting adults can have healthy
sexual relationships, the upsides to
a healthy sex life: “[Sexuality] can
foster intimacy and bonding as well
as shared pleasure” and “fulfills a
number of personal and social needs,
and we value the sexual part of our
being for the pleasures and benefits it
affords us, according to Glenn Beh,
Hazel, and Milton Diamond in the
article “Pacific Center for Sex
and Society—The Failure
of
Abstinenceonly Education:
Minors Have a
Right to Honest
Talk
about
Sex.”
While it
may bolster Corr’s
sense of morality
to consider chastity the

only route to healthy friendships
and self-image, sociological evidence
shows that to be wholly untrue.
Additionally, the 75% of us who have
chosen certain levels of intimacy with
others know that we have valuable
relationships with people who do in
fact “know the real us.”
In my world, there is respect
for Corr’s chastity and for the rest
of Providence College’s informed
sexuality. Just please, for God’s sake,
give us condoms.
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JESSICA HO ’14/ THE COWL
ABOVE:
Elena Yee (far left) and Jacob Weaver (far right) of BOMA, along with a multitude of other
student organizations and departments across campus, brought in actress Toyin Moses (middle
right) and director Colin Cox (middle left)to perform their “Faces of America: Talkin’ ’Bout My
Generation” presentation. The one-person play acted out the stories of various characters and
their individual struggles, as requested by the present generation of college students in the
United States. The program addressed issues faced by the LGBT community, racial minorities,
persons with disabilities and mental illnesses, and the religiously affiliated and practicing.
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MERYL ERTELT ’13/ THE COWL
ABOVE:
Bill Beach, the director of the Center for Data Analysis
at the Heritage Foundation in Washington, D.C.,
spoke to students on Friday, October 12, in a forum
called “The Federal Government’s Fiscal Crisis: How it
Will Affect Your Earnings and Your Life.“

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL
ABOVE:
Each Wednesday, weather permitting, Farmers Market sets up its stands of fresh fruits and
vegetables, various plants, and an assortment of chocolate and honey products outside of
Friar Buyer and will continue to be available for purchase until the end of October.
BELOW:
The Career Education Center held its Fall Career and Grad School Fair on Wednesday,
October 17, where representatives from over 100 organizations networked with students.

MORGAN PEKERA ’15/ THE COWL

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL
BELOW:
Together, Campus Ministry, College Democrats, and College Republicans sponsored a panel
discussion in which Friars and theology professors discussed the Church’s views on various
political issues expected to arise in the upcoming presidential election.

MERYL ERTELT ’13/ THE COWL

BELOW:
S.T.O.P. Hunger of Campus Ministry held an
Oxfam Hunger Banquet on Thursday, October
11, an interactive meal that provides a sense of
world hunger and major discrepancies between
different socioe-conomic populations.

MERYL ERTELT ’13/ THE COWL
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What is your dream date?

“Dunkin’ Donuts in Slavin.”
Tom Pell ’15

“April 24, because it’s not too hot and not
too cold.”
Kate Cherry ’16

“A night in France.”
Jacky Kotowski ’13

“It would have to involve food.”
Anya Burzynski ’14 and Julia West ’14

“A gondola ride during Waterfire.”
Kaileigh Carroll ’15, Kelsey Giroux ’15,
and Maura Corrigan ’13

“Dinner cooked by chef
Joe ‘Bear’ Habib.”
Josh Torres ’13

“A three-course
meal at Ray.“
John Neidermeyer ’16, Dennis Buckley ’16,
Collin Elm ’16, and John Filippo ’16

Photography
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SARAH O’BRIEN ’15/ THE COWL

ABOVE:
The city of Providence came together just as the sun set this past Saturday evening for
its famous WaterFire event at Water Place Park.
JESSICA HO ’14/ THE COWL

ABOVE:
The SAIL Office sponsored its biannual
Involvement Fair on Sept. 18, this time with the
tables and booths set up on Slavin Lawn in the
bright, sunny weather.

SARAH O’BRIEN ’15/ THE COWL

Senior Night Memories

PHOTO COURTESY OF JACOB WEAVER
ABOVE:
The upperclassmen mentors of BOMA’s Peer Mentor Program prepared for the semester
with a day-long retreat at Camp Aldersgate.

by Michael Rose ’13

BECCA BROPHY ’13/ THE COWL
ABOVE:
The Rhode Island Blood Center, partnering with Campus Ministry, sponsored a Blood
Drive on Monday and Tuesday of this past week.
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&
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A Cappella Brings Harmony To PC
by Sarah O’Brien ’15
Asst. A&E Editor
CLUB

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANDRES TABORDA

They are part of an elite few who
can sing in the dorm showers and get
away with it…because they sound
good. They may be involved in several
clubs and activities on campus, but
there is one in particular that stands
out—they are the proud members of
the Providence College A Cappella
Club, which itself consists of three
groups: Special Guest (all-male),
Anaclastic (all-female), and Strictly
Speaking (co-ed).
Recently, the a cappella groups
gathered outside of Raymond Dining
Hall to creatively advertise their club
and upcoming auditions. Auditions
were held this past Tuesday and
Wednesday evening to select new
members for the 2012-2013 academic
year. Erin Rocha ’14 joined Strictly
Speaking her freshman year, and
cites that “life at PC would not

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SARAH O’BRIEN

have been the same” if she had not
chosen to take part.
“When I tell people that I am in
an a cappella group, people assume
that we all gather around to imitate
trumpets and bass guitars. Though
we do get carried away with our
instrumental interpretations every
now and then, being a member of
Strictly has amounted to so much
more,” said Rocha. “I know that
no matter what happens in my day,
I have a creative, warm, hilarious
(and extremely attractive) family to
turn to and have fun with.”
Chris Calandra ’13, a member
of Special Guest—which acquired
its unique name in the ’90s when
the group was introduced as the
“special guest” at an event—
also admits that a cappella has
had a significant impact on his

time in college. “It’s the only big
extracurricular I do and it completely
shaped my experience here. The
bond we have is similar to that of a
fraternity,” said Calandra. “I love a
cappella. Everything about it.”
The fun aspects of a cappella,
however, do not come without a lot
of intense work. The groups rehearse
three days a week for about two hours
each day. The groups have many
events planned for this year, including
the annual Fall Show (coming up in
November), the citywide Christmas
lighting, the Christmas Concert, and
the Spring Show, which serves as
a send-off to the seniors. They also
participate in and host the annual A
Capella Invitational, during which
groups from colleges in the area are
able to visit and perform. The PC
groups attend the Roger Williams
Invitational as well.
A Cappella Club President Gio
Esposito ’14 anticipates an exciting
year. “We’re lucky to have a pretty
strong following—we sell out most of
our shows, but we would love for even
more people from the PC community
to come out and support us,” said
Esposito, who himself has been a
member for three years. “It has been
great to have an outlet for my music
and creative energy.”
Collin Anderson ’15, a member
of Strictly Speaking, stresses the
efforts the group puts into each
piece. “We build our songs from

the ground up, and therefore by
the time we have a completed
song, we have such ownership and
pride in the songs we’ve, in a way,
created,” said Anderson. “Being
able to then perform them with such
talented people is a really awesome
experience.”
A Cappella strives to stay
visible,and be an integral aspect of
life at PC. Members sing the National
Anthem at basketball games, provide
entertainment at the Relay for Life,
and perform for alumni on Family
Day. Anyone can become involved—
even those who are tone deaf—by
attending a cappella shows and
helping with the annual Valentine’s
Day fundraiser, in which for just $5
you can embarrass (or seduce?) a
friend with a serenade. One goal of
the A Cappella Club is to sing their
way into the hearts of everyone in the
PC community.
Connor Keane ’15 expresses his
attitude toward the group: “The
A Cappella Club is what gets me
through my week. It’s filled with a
bunch of very cool people who want
to have fun just as much as they love
to create and perform music. I’m so
glad that I have the opportunity to be
a part of it!”

PHOTO COURTESY OF http://fluffykins0.files.wordpress.
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Let’s
Rave
by Sarah Dombroski ’13
A&E Editor

This Week:

The Newsroom

Street Spotlight
by Katherine Bacino ’14
A&E Staff
FEATURE

After spending a couple years
at Providence College, the average
student becomes pretty well versed
in the core tenants of entertainment in
our surrounding city. What happens,
though, when you have exhausted your
options? When Tuesday nights at the
movies become too monotonous? When
the student assembling your burrito at
Chipotle does not need to ask you if
you want black or pinto beans because
you get the same thing every Thursday?
I have arrived at this point. I asked
myself just what else I could see in this
tiny city. Had I really run out of options
or did more sources of entertainment
exist outside of the two-mile radius I
have explored? I know Providence is a
small city, and Rhode Island is a small
state, but surely there was more to do
if I looked hard enough. I decided that
I was going to seek out these options
and make my outings that much more
enjoyable.
Last week, I spent some time on
Broadway Street, located near Federal
Hill. Just 2.6 miles from campus, the street
is home to great shops, cute restaurants,
and unique sources of entertainment.
If you are looking to change up your
weekend routine, Broadway presents
some great options for you.
If you are in the mood for an amazing
breakfast...stop by Nick’s on Broadway
(500 Broadway St.). Owner/chef Derek
Wagner opened the restaurant in the
early 2000s as a grassroots startup
breakfast restaurant when he was just 24
years old. It has expanded greatly in the
past 10 years and is now a full service
restaurant with incredibly delicious
meals served all throughout the day.
One of the most interesting elements
of this restaurant is its connection
to local growers and producers. The
restaurant has “always focused on
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seasonally inspired, locally sourced
and integrity driven food and service”
(nicksonbroadway.com). Additionally,
Nick’s has been named “One of the
World’s Best Restaurants” by Fodor’s
International Travel Guide for the
past three years. Breakfast is served
Wednesday through Saturday from 7
a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sunday from 8 a.m.
to 3 p.m. The menu features tantalizing
savory options, like breakfast wraps
with Italian rosemary ham, egg, tomato,
basil pesto, and provolone cheese, along
with sweet treats like vanilla battered
brioche French toast with maple syrup.
If you are planning on coming for a
weekend brunch, expect a wait, but it
will be well worth it!
If you are in the mood to stretch out,
relax and find inner peace…take a step
inside Westside Yoga. A small studio
that just opened this past year, Westside
Yoga caters to beginner to advanced
yogis. Located at 511 Broadway St.,
Westside has classes seven days a week
in multiple yoga styles. If you are new
to the practice, try a hatha yoga class.
If you want to try something different
that will really challenge your body
and mind, try a kundalini class. If you
want to sweat, step into a basic power
yoga session. Regardless of what style
you choose, you will leave relaxed
and refreshed. Classes are always an
affordable $10 and are generally small,
so students get plenty of individualized
attention. If you are interested in trying
out a class, but are not sure what to
expect, stop by the Westside Yoga Open
House on Saturday, September 29 from
12 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. The Open House
will feature yoga demonstrations, meet
and greet with many of the instructors,
food from Fertile Underground, and
even presentations on the nutritional
benefits of plant-based and raw diets.
For
information
regarding
class
schedules and teacher bios, visit www.
westsideyogari.com.

The Newsroom is penned with deliberation. Aaron
Sorkin, the mastermind behind The West Wing and The
Social Network, follows his passions and turns them
into plotlines. Captivating yet sensible, The Newsroom
showcases turning points in our nation’s recent history
while intertwining inter-continental love connections,
studio drama, and one very amusing holiday party.
Starring Jeff Daniels as Will McAvoy, the disgruntled
anchor determined to shake up the fabric of not only
his show, but also his network, The Newsroom excels at
eliciting a reaction from its viewers. Initially selecting
America as his target in the first episode, Will McAvoy
dug deeper and moved to attack the Tea Party, Casey
Anthony (more in The Newsroom than at the newsdesk),
and eventually his own parent company. The ensemble
cast shines as well, boasting Emily Mortimer as Will’s
ex/current love interest/executive producer, Alison Pill
as Maggie, an assistant producer with a complicated
relationship, and Olivia Munn as everyone’s favorite
economist. Rounding out the eight power players are
Thomas Sadoski, John Gallagher Jr., Dev Patel, and Sam
Waterston.
Honestly, the word of mouth reviews I have heard
about The Newsroom thus far have vacilated considerably.
Someone says it is awesome, and then someone says it is
over-hyped, and then someone says it is innovative, and
then someone says the language is too flowery. Hataz
gonna hate, but Sorkin’s verbose style is to be expected.
What is wrong with flowery language anyway? I just
used vacilate and verbose unnecessarily, and it made my
argument sound more sophisticated. So there. Besides,
it would not be fun to hear Will McAvoy’s diatribe
against America’s mediocrity in colloquial and less premeditated jargon.
Admittedly, I had a low-grade (high-grade)
obsession with 24, an invigorating real-time drama
revolving around the life of Jack Bauer, superhero. 24
required a constantly free schedule so you could watch
all 24 hours in a row. The Newsroom, is, thankfully,
a different kind of addicting. It leaves the viewer
wanting more, and if you were fortunate enough to
hop on the bandwagon later, like I was, then you had
the lucky opportunity to watch several episodes in
a row. Win-win-win. It is not only the real news as
plotlines aspect, but also the inter-office romances (so
steamy.) It is not only the question of whether or not
the next episode is about the take-down of Gaddafi
(spelling up to debate, and it is not), but it is also
“When will Don and Maggie stop this façade?” “When
will Will and Mackenzie finally realize they’re meant
for each other?” So many queries, and so little time.
The Newsroom keeps us on our toes, leaves us wanting
more, and urges us to become more politically aware
so we can appreciate not only the writing, but also the
twists and turns within The Newsroom. The combination
of the characters, Sorkin’s style, and the staying power of
The Newsroom are not traits to be toyed with. This show
means business, and will be here to stay—at least until
Will gets fired.
PHOTO COURTESY OF HBO.COM
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EDITOR VS. EDITOR
This Week: Favorite Online Radio Station

Sarah O’Brien

Favorite Online Radio Station: Pandora
Her Views: I am listening to Coldplay Pandora as I’m writing this,
and I highly recommend you do the same while reading my winning
prose. Headphones in? Good, let’s begin. Pandora Radio is the
original. Then along came Spotify, thinking they could do pretty much
the same exact thing, with a slightly less cool name. What really puts
Pandora over the top is its simplicity. You search for an artist, genre,
or composer and just like that, you’ve created your own station. Best
of all, Pandora saves your stations, so if you’re in, say, a Party Rock
Anthem Radio mood on a Friday night, it’s only a click away. Cat’s
out of the bag (or, in this case, the box)—this is the online station that
should grace your ears. Plus, Pandora is totally allowed in your room
after parietals! Switching to Fun. Pandora now, since beating Dombro
is just too fun.
Her Views on Dombroski: I will give Spotify this much—I love
making playlists and I enjoy being able to listen to the full albums
of virtually any artist. Spotify only gives listeners a six-month
free trial, though, before there is a listening limit of six hours per
week (at least according to that reliable source all professors love—
Wikipedia). Six hours of music per week will barely get me through
my Civ reading...but maybe Spotify only caters to those of us who
can read quickly. Also, Spotify is—WITH SPOTIFY FREE YOU CAN
NOW—inundated—DISCOVER NEW MUSIC—with—ON THE GO—
ads! I can picture Spotify execs sitting around eating munchkins and
saying, “We’ll annoy them into paying for Spotify Premium!” Finally,
the whole posting-music-on-Facebook thing is just tacky. Sorry,
but I don’t really care that Rumpelstiltskin is currently listening to
“Somebody That I Used to Know” for the eleventh time today. Spotify,
now you’re just a station that I used to know…

PHOTO COURTESY OF http://blogs.sfweekly.com

Sarah Dombroski
Favorite Online Radio Station: Spotify

Her Views: Honestly, I don’t really see this as a battle. Spotify
offers ultimate customization. You can create your own playlist
through Spotify’s cache of songs, or you can choose an artist
and they’ll make it for you—shuffled among tHeIr GrEaTeSt
HiTs. I mean, when you want Pitbull you want Pitbull. AND
WHEN YOU CHOOSE SPOTIFY YOU GET PITBULL. Whereas
when you choose Pandora you may get Jay Sean (ugh). I have a
stupid phone, but if I didn’t, I would totez get it on my phone.
I also enjoy Spotify for other entertainment purposes, like the
fact that it updates what you’re listening to on Spotify on your
Facebook page. Huge plus.
Her Views on O’Brien: I don’t see too many redeeming things
about Pandora vs. Spotify other than the fact that Spotify
updates your Facebook page with what you’re listening to, so
my question is this: Sarah, what do you have to hide, musicwise? Are you secretly listening to Miley Cyrus Pandora? ARE
YOU SECRETLY LISTENING TO CREED PANDORA?!?!?! I’m
embarrassed for you, so I’d probably choose Pandora over
Spotify too. Or do you prefer Pandora because you don’t know
what you like? Do you enjoy the random aspect of Pandora,
guiding your musical selection by random assignment? Take
control of your life! Don’t let the computer decide who you are
musically! YOU ARE YOUR OWN PERSON!!!!!!!!!!!

PHOTO COURTESY OF METALSUCKS.NET

www.bigtonyspizzari.com
525 Eaton Street,
Providence, RI
Visit our facebook
at BIG TONY RI
PC CARD
ACCEPTED
Handtossed, Brick

Oven, NY Style
Thin Crust Pizza
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Away From the World Is Out of This World
by Alanna Smith ’14
A&E Staff
REVIEW
In the summer of 2008, Dave
Matthews Band suffered a hard
blow with the tragic passing of their
much‑loved saxophonist, LeRoi Moore.
In response to this, the band wrote their
seventh studio album, Big Whiskey and the
Groogrux King, as a sort of elegy to Moore.
The album was a cacophonous mix of
different musical styles and confused,
heartbreaking emotions. This is not to
say that it was bad—it seems impossible
for DMB to write bad music—but the
album concerned longtime fans, who
mourned the loss of the quintessential
DMB “flavor” of the nineties. Could their
newest album bring hope back to diehard
fans?
The band’s eighth studio album,
Away from the World, was released
September 11, 2012. It was produced
by Steve Lillywhite, the producer of the
band’s first three albums, considered
by many fans to be the best three. The
album is also DMB’s first to not include
any tracks containing music performed
by the late LeRoi Moore. In addition
to the four remaining members of the
original band—Dave Matthews, Boyd
Tinsley, Carter Beauford, and Stefan
Lessard—and the three members of
their touring band (Jeff Coffin, Tim
Reynolds, and Rashawn Ross), some
tracks contained Hammond organ music

from guest musician Roger Smith. So
how does this album compare to those
that have come before it?
If Big Whiskey could be metaphorically
represented as a thunderstorm, than
Away from the World would be the
reemergence of the sun. Big Whiskey was
very emotional, heavy, and at times, dark.
With the exception of a few tracks (namely
“Mercy” and “Gaucho,” but more on
those in a bit), the sound and subject
matter of this new album is much lighter.
Energetic—and slightly bawdy—songs
like “Belly Belly Nice” and “Rooftop”
definitely harken back to classic DMB hits
like “Rapunzel” and “Too Much.” The
album is bookended by two powerful
songs, “Broken Things” and “Drunken
Soldier,” with lyrics that evoke the
worldly and carpe diem themes that Dave
Matthews is so adept at penning. Much of
the album, however, is very calm and laid
back. The middle tracks blend together
in an almost soporific manner. They are
nice songs, but the monotony of similar
textures should have been broken up by
more lively tracks.
Two tracks stood out among the others,
not so much for their sound as for their
content. Unlike the semi-understandable
poetic language that Dave Matthews
normally writes, “Mercy” and “Gaucho”
made their messages blatantly clear.
“Mercy, will we overcome this? Have
we come too far to turn it around?”
asks one. “We gotta do much more
than believe if we wanna see the world
change,” says the other. To some, these

songs may be viewed as overly preachy,
or as hypocritical celebrity drabble. A
true follower of Dave Matthews Band
would know that this is not the case.
From a band that donates huge amounts
of money to charitable causes every year,
these are words of caution and advice.
DMB seems to be using its celebrity
influence to catalyze a positive change
in their millions of listeners. Because
seriously, what is wrong with trying to

make the world a better place?
This album will probably be one that
needs to grow on DMB fans. It might
not convert new listeners, but hopefully
it will remind old fans of the “golden
age” of Dave Matthews Band. If some of
these songs fall flat at the moment, it is a
sure thing that the band will make them
memorable in their famously fantastic
live concerts.
Grade: A-
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NBC Flubs Yet Again

The Network’s 9/11 Negligence Shocks Viewers
by Marisa Urgo ’14
A&E Staff
FILM
Despite their plethora of fabulous
sitcoms and dramas, NBC has been in
hot water lately. First, they shocked
audiences by firing the beloved
Ann Curry from The Today Show for
unspecified reasons. Last week, they
sank even further by leaving much of
America aghast when they neglected
to honor 9/11 with news or a moment
of silence. Instead, they aired a
Kris Jenner interview about breast
implants.
Airing such an interview is the
antithesis of what NBC should have
done last Tuesday morning. Yet,
NBC dedicated a fair amount of

time to Sept. 11 anniversary events.
They were consistent with other
television networks, discussing
how the attacks changed America.
However, their large blunder was
not covering the traditional moment
of silence at 8:45 a.m., the time
when the first plane hit the World
Trade Center’s North Tower. Other
networks such as FOX and ABC
featured a video of President Obama
and his wife observing the silence in
Washington. Instead, NBC reeled a
video of Kris Jenner, mother of all
three Kardashians, talking about her
decision to get breast implants. I am
a bit worried that one of our major
news network values celebrities over
honoring our country, considering
how the media is so influential.
NBC defended its decision
and did not grant an apology to

The New York Times. However, behind
the scenes, the president of NBC News,
Steve Capus, sent an apologetic memo
to the network affiliates. According
to the Times, it read: “Yesterday, we
made an editorial call resulting in the
Sept. 11 moment of silence not being
seen. While we dedicated a substantial
amount of airtime to anniversary
events, we still touched a nerve with
many of your viewers…and for that
we apologize.”
Not the best apology I have ever
heard. Note that he does not apologize
for the editorial decision not to air
the moment of silence, but for the
negative attention they received. It is
an acknowledgement that the affiliates
had to endure criticism.
The New York Times’ Public Editor
Margaret Sullivan explained it this
way: “The pain, the outrage, the

loss—these never fade. The amount of
journalism however, must.” I see and
understand her point, but it does not
make any sense to air 9/11 footage and
discuss the anniversary but neglect to
air the moment of silence. If anything,
NBC should have aired the moment
of silence at 8:45 a.m. and skipped
the discussion. Although it has been
11 years, the country obviously has
still not healed, and one minute of
silence on a national network just
shows respect. Featuring a reality
show promotion just comes off as a
bit insensitive. In their decision to
air Jenner’s breast implants over a
moment of silence, NBC was…quite
a boob.
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THE HOUSES WITH THE IRISH NAMES

GALWAY

EDENDERRY

LIMERICK

133 Pinehurst Avenue

98-100 Eaton Street

29 Huxley Avenue

CASTLEBAR

TIPPERARY

TOLLAMORE

127-129 Pinehurst Avenue

141-143 Pembroke Avenue

138-140 Radcliffe Avenue

CLAREMORRIS

KILLARNEY

94-96 EATON STREET

93 Pinehurst Avenue

A

legacy of college homes where generations of PC’s most discerning students have
created friendships for life. The charming Houses With The Irish Names are
located in the finer, safer neighborhoods of the Providence College community.
Prestige, safety and responsive, 24/7, personalized service by the owner, differentiate
these beautifully appointed homes from typical mass student housing in other areas. We
offer fewer homes to better serve our student residents. These unique homes book faster,
so call Stan today.
Stan Kizlinski • Cell Phone, 401-316-8457 • Email, skizlinski@verizon.net

ErinStudentLiving.com
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Connect with 75 grad
schools that can help you
make a difference.

For info and to RSVP visit

grad fair 2012
Thursday, September 20
5–8 p.m. | Free!
Brown University
Andrews Dining Hall
Brown St. & Cushing St.
Providence, RI 02912

idealistprovidence.eventbrite.com

hosted by:
Brown University
Education Department and
the Public Health Program

UMass Law–

make history with us



ABA provisionally
accredited



Affordable tuition,
frozen until AY 2014-15



Scholarships &
fellowships



Exceptionally diverse
student population



Flexible full-time,
part-time programs



Day & evening classes



JD – JD/MBA – JD/MPP



3 + 3 program

 OPEN HOUSE Sat. Oct. 20, 10 am
To register, please call 508.985.1110
333 Faunce Corner Rd. • N. Dartmouth, MA 02747-1252 • l a w a d m i s s i o n s @ u m a s s d . e d u • u m a s s d . e d u / l a w

Portfolio
Gettysburg
by Mason Sciotti ’15
Asst. Portfolio Editor

Hold the line, men! Hold the line!
Powder at the ready
Affix your bayonets—keep rank!
Ready…aim…steady…
Hold your fire, wait them out,
Look—how those fools stumble!
The hill’s a worthy enemy, eh!
Wait ’til our cannons rumble!
Hold your fear, men, hold your pride
All’s equal on this field.
If we are meant to plant our banner
Then God shall bid them yield.
A shot! It rings, a musket ball!
They’ve fired on our line!
Return the gift—let these fools woe
This day ’til end of time.
March now, men! Onward we march!
Reload! Fire! Charge!
Bash the drum ’til dogs of hell
Howl their funeral dirge.
Hold your line, men—hold your line!
Let steel sing its bright song
The smoke may sting, and blood will run
But onward, men—stay strong!
Hold your guns, men. Hold your guns
Enough blood has been spilled.
Hold your brothers’ bodies close
On this, our graveyard hill.
Those men are dead, their steel is silent.
God, may we never be so violent,
May Pennsylvania ne’er again see
That bloody battle—Us vs. We.
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Here's the deal: 25 words or less.
One title. An entire story.
Yesterday's Dream
by Justin Fernandez ’15
Portfolio Staff

He woke up to the ghost of yesterday knocking on his door and
fell asleep to its rhythmic tapping on the wooden floor.
PHOTO COURTESY DSIDWELL

by Kiernan Dunlop ’14
Portfolio Staff
FICTION
“Stop fidgeting!”
Aunt Marie had been shouting
that sporadically for the past hour,
and this was her most recent verbal
assault. Billy didn’t understand how
she knew he was moving because
every time she shouted at him, she was
in another room. The little boy had
always suspected she was a robot, and
he mentally added this to his list of
proof. It was a short list that included
her love of spinach and her lazy eye,
but her need to subject him to the
symphony was about to surpass it all
and claim first prize.
Billy wasn’t quite sure how he was
related to Aunt Marie, but he knew she
wasn’t really his aunt. Mom always
told him to be nice because she didn’t
have any family. He tried his best, but
in his young opinion, she was around
too much. The trip to the concert hall
was long, and Billy thought that if
Aunt Marie was one of those humankilling robots intent on taking over the
world, her specialty would be boring
people to death.
Fifty of the 400 seats in the hall were
filled by elderly men in mismatched
suits and women wearing dresses
with scandalous necklines. The idle
chatter stopped as soon as Billy and
Marie headed toward their seats. They
all wanted to get a look at the young
boy who had given up a night with
his comic books to hear the melodious
sounds of centuries past.
Instruments were rolled onto
the stage and their musicians
followed like nervous parents on
their children's first day of school.
Those with the smaller instruments
filed in behind them, and they all
prepared to take their seats, not one
of them daring to do so until the man
with the stick came and greeted the
audience. Suddenly, the lights in the
hall went dark and all eyes focused
on the stage. The music started in a
flurry. Hands moved so quickly over
instruments that it was a miracle that
they had time to make all the different
sounds. Billy sat patiently, waiting for
someone to start singing, and when
the song ended, he was left confused
and unsatisfied.

“Aunt Marie, how come they didn’t
play the song right?” Billy asked,
hoping for an explanation.
“Didn’t play the song right?! That
was one of the most beautiful renditions
of Beethoven’s fifth symphony I’ve
ever heard,” said Aunt Marie, taken
aback by the little boy’s comments.
“But there was no singing and there
was a bunch of weird noises coming
from those weird-shaped gold things.”
“I know it’s probably different than
anything you’ve heard before, but this
is a very respected style of music. I
have an idea. When I listen to classical
music, I like to close my eyes and really
appreciate all the different harmonies
and tonalities. Why don’t you try
that?” Aunt Marie whispered as the
music began again.
Billy doubted this could do
anything, but he decided to try it
because he had nothing else to occupy
his time. The violins came in slowly,
and at first they were lulling Billy to
sleep, but then a scene began to form
before his eyes. Water appeared and he
could almost feel the sea breeze on his
face. Strong trumpets sounded, and
a ship began to cut a path across the
water. As the music’s pace quickened,
the ship began to speed up, and Billy
noticed that this wasn’t any ordinary
ship. Men appeared in blue suits (that
Billy knew had to be itchy) with big
hats with feathers. Their faces were all
drawn, and they were pacing the decks
shouting orders to other men who
looked like they skipped bath time. The
music was getting faster and louder as
Billy noticed another ship waving a red
and yellow flag. Then, with the boom
of a drum, a cannon was fired in the
direction of their ship. The men in blue
pulled up alongside the other vessel.
With each drumbeat, another cannon
ball flew through the air and the sound
of the bassoon signified a hit.
The battle raged on, and it seemed
as if neither ship would back down.
Suddenly, both ships disappeared.
Billy confusedly opened his eyes and
realized that the music had stopped
and the audience was clapping. He
pulled on Aunt Marie’s dress and
pleaded, “There’s going to be more
songs, right?!”
Aunt Marie smiled and said, “Of
course, sweetie. It’s only intermission.”

Being a Sophomore at a House
Party with All Freshmen
by Mason Sciotti ’15
Asst. Portfolio Editor
Honey, where’s your jacket? It’s chilly, you’re gonna catch a cold.
Do your parents know you’re out? Go home, you don’t need to
be here.

I Often Confuse Saints and
Shakespeare
by Kiernan Dunlop ’14
Portfolio Staff
We talk about Aquinas for an hour. Then a student stands up and
says, “Oh, I’m supposed to be in a Shakespeare class.”

Rendezvous
by Amanda Brown ’14
Portfolio Staff
Meet me by the abandoned train in the brickyard. Mischievous
smiles. Calloused fingers on soft skin. Long, brown hair strand
snagged by splintered glass window.

Should Have Said No
by Keely Mohin ’14
Portfolio Editor
Everyone was invited to the church: family, friends, co-workers,
professors. But, as I said my vows, I realized I didn't mean a word
of them.
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Pocket Change
by Justin Fernandez ’15
Portfolio Staff
I left my love in the mountains.
Her Appalachian smile rolls down the hills
And into the valley,
And her Rocky spine lies down to watch the stars
On warm summer nights.
I left my heart in the north.
New England winds tear through my veins,
And the Alaskan tundra
Lays flat across my chest
Chilling my swollen arteries.
I left my soul in a cage.
Prison cells bar my emotions,
And locks bring a full stop
To my once growing faith.
But I found my hope in a pocket.
Tucked away in a corner
To be washed over and again;
Pressed up against spare change
As if to be traded in vain;
Forgotten and abandoned
To be found years later by surprise,
Bringing a warm smile to my face,
And to be used at the right time.

PHOTO COURTESY LAURA SHRECK
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Tiffany

Earl

Dear Scrawny,
I commend you for embracing
the other side—that of weights,
protein shakes, and the slightest bit
of physical vanity. I won’t lie to you,
scrawns, you’re right to be afraid.
These men are bigger than you, faster
than you, and stronger than you. In
short, you will be guts tomato soup
if they so desired. But let us never
forget the initiation process. If they
give you wedgies or tape together
your buttocks Breakfast Club style,
consider it highest form of affection.
If your physical safety isn’t
threatened, you’re doing something
wrong. Accept shameless mocking
as inevitable, and just wait hopefully
for that time when a new and
improved buffed macho man can
flaunt his toughness in Concannon.
You won't be sorry. Those girls won't
be able to look any way but yours.
Trust me.

Making PC an emotionally stable
place one letter at a time

This Week:
Want to be Buff?
Dear Tiffany and Earl,
My new school year resolution was to
get in shape and hit the gym, but I'm
intimidated by all the huge guys lifting
massive amounts of weight. I feel like
they'll laugh at me for trying to do
what they do. All I really want is to be
healthy, but I don't feel comfortable in
the gym. What should I do?
Yours truly,
Scrawny but Hopeful

Dear Scrawny,
I understand your fear. You should
treat the Gymnasium like a temple
to human perfection. Enter and bear
witness—flexing quads, bulging
biceps, grunts of exertion. Look to
your right—a man struggles with his
bench press. A single perfect droplet
of sweat slides lovingly down his
left pectoral to twinkle in the warm
light as it reluctantly leaves its host
and falls to the floor. He grits his
teeth and pushes through, muscles
gleaming. Beauty. If you cannot
overcome your holy fear, perhaps
it is best that you remain a distant
worshipper of your betters. Perhaps
that is best for all—that the glorious
paragons of physical might rule over
their cowering inferiors, a world
of Hellenistic hierarchy in which
exertion, bulk, and strain determine
standing. Our Herculean overlords
would grow so strong as to shatter
cement with an errant twitch of the
gluteus maximus. I submit that such
would be the perfect society.

Join Portfolio! Pick up an app today at Slavin LL04
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WHO:

ADVERTISEMENT

We are one of most respected and experienced landlords
in the area, having rented to two generations and
thousands of Providence College students.

WHAT:

We have the 2nd largest inventory of Off Campus
Housing within the Providence College Community.

WHEN:

We have owned properties on Eaton Street since the
1980’s, meaning before you were even born!

WHERE:

We have eight great houses right on Eaton Street located
between the lower gate and Huxley Avenue. We are also
on Pembroke, Radcliffe, and Tyndall Avenues.

WHY:

We believe our reputation is much more important than
our size, that earning your respect is far more important
than just taking your money, and that integrity is infinitely
more important than empty promises.

WE ARE NOT A NUMBER, AND NEITHER ARE YOU!

RED DOOR RENTALS
401-219-1425
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Who Will Win the
American League East
Race?
It is September and what
happens every year will occur once
more: the AL East race is to come
down to the last week. With the
A’s in the middle of the wild card
race, there is no guarantee that
second place will be playing long
in October. Despite their “collapse,”
the Yankees will win the division
and here is why: they are just a
better, more experienced team.
All the credit in the world goes to
the Orioles for their amazing year,
but in the end, the better team will
come out on top—that team being
the Yankees. The Yankees’ lineup
has been ice cold for the better part
of the second half of the year, and
the pitchers have been even more
inconsistent. The return of Alex
Rodriguez has already sparked
the offense, and Petitte should do
the same with the pitching staff.
The Yankees will play nine of their
last 15 games at home and with the
short fence. One should expect the
Yankees to do what they have been
doing the whole year: hit home
runs. On top of that, the Yankees
will play the lowly Twins in a
crucial three-game set, while the
O’s will play the rest of their games
against AL East rivals and will
finish their season with the Rays.
The Yanks will win the AL East
this year. The Yankees have been in
this position before, while the O’s
have not known what the playoffs
feel like since 1997. I do not expect
them to go far into the playoffs but
they will be there. Sorry Sox fans,
but your collapse last year will not
be outdone this year.
-James Kirby ’15

As a native Baltimorean, the calendar
changing over to September typically
means one thing: Ravens football. The
thought of crisp fall air and “Purple
Fridays” is enough to send tingles of
anticipation down my spine. This year,
however, September brings a new air
of excitement as the purple and black
around downtown Baltimore are
obscured by a new color, unseen since
1997: ORANGE! The Orioles, relegated
to the second favorite bird of the city
since ’97, are commanding the headlines
as their improbable, no, impossible,
march toward the postseason continues.
With a sweep of the Rays Sept. 12-14,
the O’s guaranteed their first .500 season
since that ’97 campaign that saw them
fall in the ALCS. After winning two of
the first four games in their current nine
game road trip, the Birds find themselves
a mere half of a game behind the hated
pinstripe rivals to the North. Call me
crazy, but I have my beloved hometown
team penciled in as the division champs
for more reasons than just my childhood
loyalty. The “Fighting Showalters” just
refuse to listen to the “professionals” and
continue to prove that you do not need a
starting rotation, consistent lineup, or an
experienced bullpen to win meaningful
games. How does 64-0 when leading
after seven innings sound? Not enough?
What about 27-8 in one run games? Still
not convinced? ML leader in saves?
Seven players with double digit dingers,
five of which with at least 20 big flies? So
what if more than 50 players have worn
the black and orange this season? It is
working. Yes, the loss of leadoff batter
Nick Markakis poses a serious threat,
and the remainder of the current West
Coast road trip proves to be a hurdle,
but nothing else has slowed this team
yet. No reason to think the Orioles’
magic has run out.
-Chris Szimanski ’14

In the

Spotlight

Field Hockey (5-2): The girls continued their winning streak this week,
unfazed by their daunting Big East opener at Georgetown. They beat the
Hoyas 5-2, keyed by Caitlin Malone’s ’14 consecutive goals in the first half.
The Friars followed this performance with a convincing 6-2 win at Towson.
Henni Tietze ’15 fired in two goals for the Friars.
Women’s Soccer (7-2-1): The Friars opened up Big East play last week in
phenomenal fashion, traveling to St. John’s and coming away with a 2-0
win. Freshman standout Catherine Zimmerman ’16 tallied both goals for the
Friars. Then the girls returned home to square off against Syracuse, rallying
from a 1-0 defecit for a 2-1 victory. Lauren Elia ’16 netted the two goals for
the Friars.
Volleyball (1-16): PC had a tough week at the Bucknell University
Tournament. The week started with a narrow loss to Quinnipiac 3-2. Lindsay
Witt ’16 collected seven kills in the losing effort. Then the Friars dropped
contests to Fordham and Bucknell in straight sets.
Men’s Soccer (2-4-1): The Friars had the past week off, after a hectic schedule
to start their season. Big East play looms for the Friars as they prepare for a
contest at South Florida.
Men’s & Women’s Cross Country: The women’s squad took home the title
at the Wolfie Invitational, and the men captured second. Shelby Greany ’13,
Laura Nagel ’14, and Sarah Mary ’16 finished in the top three.

Locked Out of the Season
NHL Fans Face Off Against a Season on Ice

by Christine Rousselle ’13
News Editor
Hockey
On September 16, 2012, the
National Hockey League locked out
its players for the third time since
1994, which likely will delay the start
of the 2012-2013 NHL season, due
to start on Oct. 11. The September
pre-season games have already been
canceled. The lockout was a result of
the expiration of the National Hockey
League Players Association (NHLPA)
collective
bargaining
agreement
(CBA). The league also locked out its
players in 2004, which resulted in the
cancellation of the entire 2004-2005
season. That year was the first time an
entire professional sports season had
been canceled due to a labor dispute.
NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman
has come under fire for his lack of
leadership regarding the NHLPA
CBA, with several Facebook pages and

sports blogs asking for his termination
as league commissioner. The franchise
owners are on the side of Bettman, but
teams have released messages to their
fans regarding the lockout, assuring
them that they are actively seeking a
solution to the labor dispute.
Bettman has been an unpopular
figure in the hockey world since his
hiring—one of his techniques to grow
the game of hockey was to move
teams to locations where hockey was
not popular, like Dallas, Phoenix,
and North Carolina. These moves
alienated fans of the teams’ initial
locations in Winnipeg, Hartford, and
Minnesota, where hockey had been
(and remains) extremely popular.
Some of these teams have experienced
more success than others: the Carolina
Hurricanes won the Stanley Cup and
have average attendance, while the
Phoenix Coyotes have experienced
considerable financial trouble and
have not maintained a loyal fanbase.

Players are particularly angry about
the lockout because they will not be paid
until the season officially commences.
The NHLPA has released a series of
YouTube videos featuring prominent
players such as Marc-André Fleury,
Gabriel Landeskog, Jonathan Toews,
and Sidney Crosby voicing their
support for their fellow players and
their appreciation for their fans. The
players have dubbed the lockout the
“NHL Owners Lockout.”
The players insist that they
want to play hockey, and that they
have already made considerable
concessions in 2005 to resume play
after the 2004-2005 season was
canceled. The NHLPA, the players
claim, just wants a fair deal and
is prepared to compromise.
Several prominent
NHL players,
including

Alexander Ovechkin, Ilya Kovalchuk,
and Evgeni Malkin have already signed
contracts to play in the Russian KHL
during the duration of the lockout.
Other players may play in the
American
Hockey
League (generally
viewed as one
step below the
NHL) or for
professional
teams
in
Switzerland,
the
Czech
Republic, or
Finland.

Sidney Crosby is one of many who will be affected by the NHL lockout.
PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF NHLSNIPERS.COM
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Times are A-Changin’

by Sean Bailey ’14
Asst. Sports Editor
Opinion
“Bob Dylan once wrote ‘The
times, they are a-changin.’ Ron
Burgundy had never heard that
song.” This quote opened Will
Ferrell’s famous movie Anchorman,
and may be the quote of the Big East
basketball season. Just substitute
Burgundy’s name with Mike
Aresco, newly appointed Big East
commissioner. While many fans
are despairing about the state of
Big East basketball, Aresco is firm
in his belief that they are still the
preeminent conference in the land.
This belief in the Big East remains,
despite a tumultuous conference
realignment that has seen Syracuse,
Pittsburgh, West Virginia, and now

Notre Dame all scamper out of the
conference. Each was a respectable
basketball program, and each is
historically rooted deep into Big
East lore. Syracuse was one of the
founding Big East members, and
Jim Boeheim’s rivalry with UConn
is one of the best rivalries in all of
college sports. Who could forget the
six overtime thriller in the Big East
Tournament a couple of seasons ago?
The Big East also lost a coaching
legend
last
week
with
the
announcement of Jim Calhoun’s
retirement. Calhoun’s personality
dominated the UConn program for
years, transforming the school into a
national power. His fiery personality
ignited rivalries against Syracuse and
other Big East powers.
All of this seems to point to
a dysfunctional Big East, a near
extinct conference. However, I seem

to agree with Aresco. This still is a
dominant basketball conference. The
additions of Memphis and Temple
provide proven mid-major basketball
programs with some tradition.
Memphis made the Final Four a mere
four years ago, while Temple always
plays competitive basketball, even
since the retirement of coaching legend
John Chaney. SMU just hired NBA and
NCAA coaching legend Larry Brown to
be their new basketball coach, which,
at a minimum, will provide intrigue
surrounding the program. DePaul is
on the rise, as is our own Providence
team.
Villanova,
Georgetown,
Marquette, Louisville, and UConn
are already established powers. Sure,
many rivalries are gone, and sure, this
conference is not even rooted in the
East Coast anymore; it has all changed
for greedy schools in search of a bigger
payday. I will not argue that. But the

Big East has survived deflections
from founding members before,
including Boston College, who split
from the Big East for the ACC nearly
a decade ago. Miami and Virginia
Tech also joined the movement to
the ACC. It was huge news then, and
no one was quite sure if the Big East
would survive the hit. Now it seems
like a distant memory that each was
in the conference in the first place.
New rivalries and traditions emerged
in the wake of those deflections.
Louisville and Marquette are a
great rivalry, and each school has
developed ties to the Big East. And
the same will take place in 2014
when the Big East begins anew.
The possibilities are endless for the
conference. Times are a-changin’,
but they are changing for the better;
in the words of Ron Burgundy, stay
classy Providence College.
PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF BEYONDTHEBETS.COM

Victorious Once More
Black Pack Brings Home a Win
by Patrick Shea ’14
Sports Staff
Men’s Rugby
The men of the Black Pack took a
long trip up to New Hampshire this
past weekend to take on St. Anselm’s
rugby club under the lights. This
match would mark the beginning of
the Pack’s rugby season, and they did
not disappoint. “I’m proud of these
guys,” said Head Coach Michael
Cox. “They played well today and
this is the tone I want to set this
season. We have a lot of freshman on
the team who are going above and
beyond what we expect from newer
athletes.” St. Anselm’s was voted as
having the loudest, rowdiest crowd
by the Rugby Northeast Division,
and at the beginning of the game
the cheers and remarks towards the
Friars’ bench proved this title; as
soon as the game was underway,
however, their crowd was silent as
Providence College’s lead steadily
climbed throughout the match.
There was a brief moment of
excitement from St. Anselm’s when
one of the players scored a try in the
first half, making the conversion for
seven points. John Evans ’15 shattered

the St. Anselm’s hope with a dive
into try zone almost moments later.
Tries were scored by Timmy Bruns
’13, Ryan Vazza ’13, John Roche ’13,
and Brian Murphy ’15, while Tucker
Drake ’13 had two. The final score of
the match was 48-7, the second half
dominated by the Black Pack. Spencer
Heitmann ’16 scored five conversion
kicks and one penalty kick for a total
of 13 points during his first game in
a Friarjersey. When asked about his
first match, Heitmann said, “It was
my first game, so naturally I was a
little nervous, but with all the injuries
and the team needing me to step up, I
wanted to deliver.”
Next weekend the Providence
College Men’s Rugby Team will be
taking on the Purple Knights of St.
Michael’s College. The Black Pack
is competing in their home opener
for the Fall 2012 season as they take
on the Purple Knights this Saturday
on Hendricken Field. The Knights
are coming off a close win from
UMass Lowell last weekend, the
same weekend the Friars tore apart
St. Anselm College’s defense. Now
both teams are hoping to improve
their records in the search for the
overall champion.

Repeat after Me:
Not Every Sport Is Equal
by Bridget Stack ’13
Sports Editor
Column
Repeat after me: not every sport is
equal. Should they be? Absolutely.
But are they? Of course not.
I do not mean this in the way of
funding or attendance; it is about the
attention the sport teams garner. The
Providence College Women’s Field
Hockey Team is having one of the
best seasons in recent history, yet the
campus is abuzz with the news of
Ricardo Ledo ’16 being ineligible for
this upcoming season. It has made
every headline and is brought up in
every basketball conversation.
Instead of focusing on how Allison
Walton ’14 scored the game-winning
goal in double overtime against
University of New Hampshire for
women’s soccer, conversations revolve
around the skill Kris Dunn ’16 will
bring to the men’s basketball program
in December when he returns.
Basketball is the mecca of sports
at Providence College; players are
celebrated, and t-shirts are made.
Men’s soccer, though, has been the
most successful team on campus
these past few years, yet no television
contracts, nor is there a grand event
introducing the season. Why is this?

What causes this disconnect between
success and notoriety?
The Providence College Men’s
Hockey Team has two freshmen
that are NHL draft picks. This is
something that is noteworthy, yet
it only has the hockey fanatics on
campus excited.
When I say that every sport
is not equal, it is not in a way of
athletic talent. Everyone on campus
recognizes the intense dedication
and skill that it takes to be a Division
I athlete. No matter what sport it is,
or what sport is being discussed, it
is worth joining that conversation.
Every sport needs attention, every
amazing play needs admiration. It
cannot only be the sports that are
televised or in the news. Every athlete
gives it all on the field. It is only fair
to give them all of our attention.
This is my plea to you: make every
team equal. Whether it be starting to
notice other athletes other than the
men’s basketball team—I know, they
are significantly taller, so they are
easier to distinguish—or attending
a larger variety of sporting events,
every athlete is equal. Let’s make
every sport equal.

thecowl.com

Sports

The Cowl 28
September 20, 2012

The Whole %@!()& Thing
How Providence Struck Out Due to Title IX
by Veronica Lippert ’15
Senior Staff Writer
Baseball
It is difficult to attend Providence
College without noticing two things
about the athletics department, or
rather the lack of two things. Missing
from the list of sports offered by the
college are football and baseball.
The former is well known and
joked about, mostly in the form of
“Undefeated since 1941” PC football
shirts. Far less lighthearted of an
absence is baseball.
Back in the day, specifically
the spring of 1996, Providence
College baseball celebrated its
75th anniversary. It was the oldest
Division I sport at PC, but the team
would not survive the decade.
In October of 1998, Providence
College announced that it would
be cutting the men’s baseball,
tennis, and golf programs in order
to comply with Title IX.
Title IX became law in June
1972, requiring equal opportunity
for women enrolled at college.
The NCAA added a set of by-laws
pertaining to Title IX compliance in
athletics that were far more specific.
These required scholarships and
spending to be within one percent
of women enrolled in the college.
Though the law was passed 40 years
ago, it only began to be universally
enforced in the mid-90s with a
number of lawsuits filed against
different colleges, including Brown.
Rev. Terence Keegan, the executive
vice president at the time, was
designated as spokesman on the
issue, and cited the case against
Brown, which cost the college seven
million dollars as a result. The cuts
were made. “We couldn’t risk that
kind of litigation,” Keegan said at
the time. “We felt we were backed
into a corner.”
Leading up to the announcement,
rumors were few and the ones that
did circulate were not taken seriously.
Even when the story broke locally a few
days before the official announcement
was made, many found it hard to
believe. Baseball was one of the most
competitive programs at the College.
They were about to finish one of their
best decades in school history, had
their highest ranked recruiting class
ever coming in, and many players
were drafted by the MLB.
Of those draftees, the ones to
play in the program’s last years

have retired only recently. Carmen
Pignatiello ’00 and Keith Reed ’99,
two of the last Friars to be drafted,
retired in 2009 and 2008 respectively.
John McDonald ’99, a 1996 draftee
and shortstop for the Cleveland
Indians, bears the distinction of
being the only and almost certainly
last PC graduate to be active in the
major leagues.
When Title IX passed, most colleges
had a lot of ground to make up for.
Many of the problems were caused
by the massive disparity of an FBS
football team, but even non-football
schools, like Providence, found it
hard to meet the Title IX compliance
standards with their current varsity
sports. As it is always easier and less
expensive to cut men’s sports rather
than add women’s, programs began
to be slashed across the country.
The other student-athletes at
Providence were quick to get behind
the soon-to-be-cut programs. When
the announcement was made in
October, many of the women’s fall
sport teams threatened to boycott
their games to show their support.
The women’s volleyball team
took it the farthest, but eventually
settled to warm up in the baseball
team’s jerseys.
When the decision was made,
other colleges began to actively
recruit Providence players, much
the same way players are poached
from schools that face scholarship
reductions and post-season bans.
Three players transferred shortly
after the announcement was made,
but the rest stayed. By the time the
baseball season started, the Friars
were resigned to their fate, but
determined to make this last season
count. T-shirts were made that read
“THERE’S ONLY ONE THING LEFT
TO DO…WIN THE WHOLE %@!()&
THING,” and the men wore them
underneath their baseball uniforms
the entire season.
In 1999, Providence had, arguably,
their best season in team history.
They compiled a regular season
record of 43-13, setting many school
records along the way, most notably
a 15-game win streak. With a 6-1
win over St. John’s, they claimed
the Big East tournament trophy and
insisted on accepting it as a team. The
tournament win also earned them the
Big East’s Automatic Qualifier to the
NCAA tournament. There they lost to
eventual national runner-up Florida
State, only six wins from “THE
WHOLE %@!()& THING.”
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